
Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally in Davenport, Iowa. Trump on Tuesday stood by 
his call to block all Muslims from entering the United States, even as the idea was widely condemned as un-American. 

(AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall) 
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JILL COLVIN 
BRUCE SMITH 
Associated Press 
MOUNT PLEASANT, South 
Carolina (AP) — Repub¬ 
lican presidential candi¬ 
date Donald Trump's call 
to block Muslims from en¬ 
tering the United States is 
being met with a chorus of 
near-universal condemna¬ 
tion from across the coun¬ 
try and around the globe. 
From the halls of Congress 
to 10 Downing Street, 
Trump’s statement Mon¬ 
day advocating a “total 
and complete shutdown of 
Muslims entering the United 
States” was blasted as big¬ 


oted, unconstitutional and 
potentially dangerous for 
American interests abroad. 
British Prime Minister David 
Cameron, breaking the 
custom of British leaders 
not commenting on U.S. 
presidential contenders, 
slammed it as “divisive, 
unhelpful and quite simply 
wrong.” U.N. spokesman 
Farhan Haq said Secre¬ 
tary-General Ban Ki-moon 
denounced “any kind of 
rhetoric that relies on Is- 
lamophobia, xenophobia, 
any other appeal to hate 
any groups.” The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints issued a statement 


in support of religious free¬ 
dom. Even Harry Potter au¬ 
thor J.K. Rowling weighed 
in, decrying Trump on 
Twitter as worse than her 
fictional villain Lord Volde- 
mort. “This is not conserva¬ 
tism," Republican House 
Speaker Paul Ryan told re¬ 
porters after a closed-door 
Republican caucus meet¬ 
ing. “What was proposed 
yesterday is not what this 
party stands for, and more 
importantly it’s not what 
this country stands for." 
Trump’s campaign has 
been marked by a pat¬ 
tern of inflammatory state¬ 
ments, dating back to rhet¬ 


oric that some Mexican im¬ 
migrants, who entered the 
country illegally, are drug 
smugglers and rapists — 
but even that didn’t evoke 
the same widespread level 
of contempt. 

The billionaire businessman 
and former reality television 
star has maintained his lead 
in early opinion surveys, 
despite the controversies, 
vexing his Republican rivals 
and alarming a Republican 
establishment in panic over 
the damage they fear he's 
doing to a deeply divided 
party. 

Continued on Page 3 

































WEDNESDAY 9 DECEMBER 


SUP FRONT 


Special Report: 

Washington, Baghdad on different pages 
in the fight against Islamic State militants 


SUSANNAH GEORGE 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — A series 
of political spats in Bagh¬ 
dad over the past week 
surrounding foreign forces 
on Iraqi soil have exposed 
the increasing weakness of 
Iraq's prime minister and 
a disconnect between 
Washington and Baghdad 
in the fight against the Is¬ 
lamic State group. 


Turkish troops deploying 
to a base near the Islamic 
State-held city of Mosul 
sparked outrage in Bagh¬ 
dad. Despite Turkey’s insis¬ 
tence that the troops were 
part of a training mission 
coordinated with top Iraqi 
officials, al-Abadi said late 
Sunday that if Turkey did 
not withdraw its troops 
within 48 hours Iraq would 
bring the matter to the U.N. 


A similar dynamic was on 
display when U.S. Defense 
Secretary Ash Carter re¬ 
cently said the U.S. mili¬ 
tary would deploy a new 
special operations force 
to Iraq, only to have the 
proposal shot down by al- 
Abadi. 

“Iraq does not need foreign 
ground forces and the Iraqi 
government is committed 
not to allow the presence 



A Kurdish fighter walks past a destroyed building in the town of Sinjar, after they took it from the 
Islamic State group in a joint operation with the coalition forces. A series of political spats that 
erupted in Baghdad over the past week surrounding foreign forces on Iraqi soil have exposed the 
increasing weakness of Iraq's central government and a growing disconnect between Washing¬ 
ton and Baghdad in the U.S.-led coalition's fight against the Islamic State group. 

(AP Photo/Bram Janssen) 


As Iraq struggles to push IS 
out of the vast areas still un¬ 
der the extremists' control, 
it has been caught in a tug- 
of-war between Iran, which 
exerts great influence over 
the Shiite-led government 
and provides crucial sup¬ 
port to its ground forces, 
and the U.S.-led coalition, 
which is providing vital air 
support. 

As Iraq’s Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi has strug¬ 
gled to please both sides, 
he has come to be seen 
by many as weak and in¬ 
decisive, further undermin¬ 
ing efforts to defeat the 
extremists. The challenge 
he faces was thrown into 
sharp relief by two recent 
controversies over foreign 
forces. 

Exaggerated media re¬ 
ports in recent days of 


Security Council. 

A few hundred Turkish 
troops have been present 
in Iraq for months, working 
to train Kurdish peshmerga 
fighters and Sunni militia¬ 
men. 

Their presence, while not 
publicly advertised, ap¬ 
pears to have been done 
in coordination with both 
Baghdad and the semi-au- 
tonomous Kurdish regional 
government in northern 
Iraq. 

The uproar may have been 
driven in part by Iran, which 
is at loggerheads with Tur¬ 
key over Syria’s civil war. 
Iran is a key ally of Syrian 
President Bashar Assad, 
while Turkey is a leading 
supporter of the rebels 
fighting to overthrow him, 
which both Iran and Syria 
view as “terrorists." 


of any ground force on 
Iraqi land,” the prime minis¬ 
ter said in a statement. 

Hadi al-Amiri, the head of 
the Badr Organization, one 
of Iraq’s most powerful Ira¬ 
nian-backed Shiite militias, 
went a step further, saying 
any U.S. base in Iraq would 
be considered a “target.” 
There are already some 
3,500 U.S. troops in Iraq on 
a training and support mis¬ 
sion to help Iraqi forces bat¬ 
tle the IS group. Al-Abadi's 
spokesman later walked 
back the prime minister's 
comments, saying the gov¬ 
ernment had requested 
more overflights, weapons 
and equipment. 

“There will be special forc¬ 
es on board the aircraft,” 
the spokesman, Saad al- 
Hadithi, told The Associat¬ 
ed Press. □ 



Report: American, US resident 
fighters defect from al-Shabab 

ABDI GULED 
Associated Press 

MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP) — The defections of two 
fighters, an American and a U.S. resident, from Soma¬ 
lia's Islamic extremist rebels highlight tensions within 
al-Shabab over whether it should remain affiliated 
to al-Qaida or switch allegiance to the Islamic State 
group, an al-Shabab commander said Tuesday. 
Foreign fighters are being alienated and feel trapped 
in Somalia over suspicions that they are plotting to 
switch allegiance to the Islamic State group fighting 
in Syria and Iraq, Abu Mohammed, a military com¬ 
mander with Al-Shabab told The Associated Press. The 
“ambitions” by some foreign fighters in al-Shabab to 
join the Islamic State group had led to them to be iso¬ 
lated within the Somali group and even face death 
at the hands of their erstwhile comrades-in-arms. 

An American who had been fighting with al-Shabab 
left the rebels and was arrested by Somalia’s secu¬ 
rity forces on Monday. Abdimalik Jones, who said he 
is from San Diego, was arrested in the southern port 
of Barawe, said African Union spokesman Col. Paul 
Njuguna. 

Jones claimed he fled al-Shabab because of rifts 
within the group, said an official with Somali security 
forces who insisted on anonymity because he is not 
authorized to speak to the press. Jones is missing the 
index finger of his right hand, said the official. 
Separately an American resident, a Minnesota man 
named Mohamed Abdullahi Hassan who joined al- 
Shabab in Somalia more than seven years ago, sur¬ 
rendered to Somalia’s federal government on Nov. 
6, the U.S. State Department said in an email to the 
AP. Hassan was a lawful permanent resident of the 
U.S. but not an American citizen. 

Hassan had been fighting with al-Shabab but re¬ 
cently went online to urge others to carry out vio¬ 
lence on behalf of IS. He was among those wanted 
by the FBI for allegedly providing material support to 
al-Shabab, and he faces several terrorism charges in 
the United States. 

State Department spokeswoman Pooja Jhunjhunwa- 
la said Hassan is in the custody of the Somali National 
Intelligence and Security Agency in Mogadishu. She 
said the U.S. is discussing the case with the Somali 
Federal Government, but noted that the U.S. does 
not have an extradition agreement with Somalia. 

In a phone interview Tuesday with Voice of America, 
Hassan said he has no intention of returning to Amer¬ 
ica. 

“Any crimes that I have committed, if there is any, it 
is done over here in Somalia,” he told Voice of Amer¬ 
ica. “If I am to be going to court, it is going to be in 
Somalia not in America.” 

Hassan, who was speaking from prison, said he wasn’t 
tied to the Islamic State group. “I am not part of ISIS 
and I have nothing to do with any other group or any 
other jihadi movement,” he said. 

Hassan said he joined al-Shabab to help defend 
against the Ethiopian intervention in Somalia, but 
he left the group in 2013 “because of the oppres¬ 
sion that they are doing on the people, the way they 
are killing people, and the imprisonment of innocent 
people and the torture without no evidence at all." 
He said that last month, al-Shabab members raided 
his home and terrorized his family. Voice of America 
reported. He said that he escaped, but was later ar¬ 
rested by government forces. 

The defections of Hassan and Jones show tensions 
within al-Shabab, according to Mohammed.Q 
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Trump Rejects Criticism of His Proposal to Ban Muslims 


Continued from front 


Trump, who appears to 
revel in the attention, 
didn't back down from his 
proposal Tuesday, saying 
that banning Muslims “until 
our country’s representa¬ 
tives can figure out what 
the hell is going on” is war¬ 
ranted after last month’s 
attacks by Muslim extrem¬ 
ists in Paris and last week’s 
shootings in San Bernardi¬ 
no, California. 

“I don’t care about them,” 
Trump told CNN Tuesday 
in a telephone interview, 
when asked about de¬ 
nunciation by Republican 
leaders. He said the coun¬ 
try needs to recognize that 
it’s at war. 

Trump’s proposed ban 
would apply to immigrants 
and visitors alike, a sweep¬ 
ing prohibition affecting 
adherents of a religion 
practiced by more than a 
billion people worldwide. 
Trump clarified in a round 
of television interviews 
Tuesday that his proposed 
ban would not apply to 
American citizens travel¬ 
ing abroad and would 
allow exemptions for cer¬ 
tain people, including the 
leaders of Middle Eastern 
countries and athletes for 
certain sporting events. 
However, not specified in 
his list of exemptions, for 
example, are Pakistani ac¬ 
tivist Malala Yousafzai and 
the four civil society groups 
that led Tunisia’s transition 
to democracy — all Muslim 
Nobel Peace Prize winners. 
Since the Nov. 13 attacks in 
Paris that killed 130 people 
and wounded hundreds, 
some other Republican 
presidential contenders 


have proposed restrictions 
on refugees and tighter 
surveillance in the U.S. But 
Trump’s proposal goes far 
further, prompting a new 
round of criticism. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham said 
Trump’s rhetoric risked in¬ 
flaming tensions in the 
Middle East, playing into 
the recruiting strategy of 
Islamic State militants, who 
have framed their battle as 
a war between Islam and 
the West. 

“He's putting our soldiers 
and diplomats at risk, he's 
empowering the enemy," 
said Graham, another 
Republican presidential 
contender, in an interview 
with CNN. Trump, he said, 
is making new enemies of 
people “who came to our 
side in Iraq and Afghani¬ 
stan and who are under 
siege in their own coun¬ 
tries.” 

Former Florida Gov. Jeb 
Bush, another Trump rival, 
suggested Trump's com¬ 
ments were helping violent 
extremists gain strength. 
“They want us to margin¬ 
alize Muslims so that they 
move in their direction, 
rather than in ours.” 
Homeland Security Sec¬ 
retary Jeh Johnson also 
weighed in, telling MSNBC: 
“I believe that it’s the re¬ 
sponsibility of fhose of us in 
national security and 
homeland security, when 
a leading candidate for 
office proposes something 
that is irresponsible, proba¬ 
bly illegal, unconstitutional, 
and contrary to interna¬ 
tional law, un-American, 
and will actually hurt our 
efforts at homeland secu¬ 
rity and national security, 
we have to speak out.”Q 


House tightens controls 
on visa-free travel to US 


ERICA WERNER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Driv¬ 
en by the Paris terror at¬ 
tacks, the House voted 
overwhelmingly Tuesday to 
tighten controls on travel to 
the U.S. and require visas 
for anyone who’s been in 
Iraq or Syria in the previous 
five years. 

The legislation takes aim 


at the “visa waiver” pro¬ 
gram that allows citizens 
of 38 countries to travel to 
the U.S. for stays of 90 days 
and less without first obtain¬ 
ing a visa from an embassy 
or consulate. Belgium and 
France, home to most of 
the perpetrators of last 
month's Paris attacks, are 
among the participating 
countries. □ 



At a news conference following a closed-door GOP caucus meeting. Speaker of the House 
Paul Ryan, R-Wis., dismissed Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump’s comments on 
Muslims, saying such views are “not what this party stands for and more importantly it’s not what 
this country stands for,” at the Republican National Headquarters on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2015. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 
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US Democrats seek spotlight to curb terror suspects’ guns 


Supreme Court justices weigh the 
meaning of ‘one person, one vote’ 


MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
is treading gingerly on a 
question of immense im¬ 
portance to the grow¬ 
ing Latino population in 
the U.S. : whether states 
must count all residents, 
or only eligible voters, in 
drawing electoral districts. 
The justices on Tuesday dis¬ 
played little of the aggres¬ 
siveness that often marks 
Supreme Court arguments 
as they heard a case 
about the meaning of the 
principle of “one person, 
one vote." The court es¬ 
tablished 50 years ago that 
districts must be roughly 
equal in population. 

Two Texas voters are ask¬ 
ing the court to prohibit 
states from basing elector¬ 
al maps on total popula¬ 
tion, instead of the number 
of eligible voters. They ar¬ 


gue that including children 
and people who are not 
citizens inflates the voting 
power of urban residents 
and dilutes the votes of ru¬ 
ral residents. 

Civil rights groups say such 
a change would damage 
Latino political influence. 
Texas picked up four con¬ 
gressional seats after the 
2010 census, mainly be¬ 
cause of the growth in its 
Hispanic population. 

If the challengers prevail, 
many of those new Texans 
would not be counted in 
drawing legislative district 
lines because they are too 
young to vote, not citizens 
or otherwise prohibited 
from voting. 

Justice Anthony Kennedy 
at one point wondered 
whether states could pro¬ 
duce districts that were 
roughly equal in terms of 
overall population and eli¬ 
gible voters.Q 


ALAN FRAM 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Dem¬ 
ocrats took to the floors of 
the Senate and House on 
Tuesday to draw attention 
to their drive to prevent 
suspected violent extrem¬ 
ists from obtaining guns, 
an issue they believe has 
gained potency from last 
week’s shooting massacre 
in California. 

Facing certain defeat. 
Democrats in both cham¬ 
bers unsuccessfully tried 
forcing votes on legislation 
that would let the govern¬ 
ment prohibit firearms sales 
to people suspected of 
terror acts. Debate, livid 
at times, came days af¬ 
ter a Muslim couple who 
federal authorities say ad¬ 
opted extremist views killed 
14 people last week in San 
Bernardino, California. 

Sen. Chuck Schumer, a 
Democrat, called it “ab¬ 
solute insanity” that sus¬ 
pected violent extremists 
are not already among 
the categories of people 
barred from purchasing 
firearms from gun dealers. 
Without naming them, he 
blamed the gap on the 
National Rifle Association, 


which for years has used 
an alliance with gun-rights 
lawmakers, mostly Republi¬ 
cans, to block gun control 
legislation in Congress. 

“We can’t let a small group, 
an influential, powerful lob¬ 
bying group, make Ameri¬ 
cans less safe,” Schumer 
said. 

No. 2 Senate Republi¬ 
can leader John Cornyn 
blocked debate on the 
legislation, which is spon¬ 
sored by Sen. Dianne Fein- 
stein, a California Demo¬ 
crat and a longtime advo¬ 
cate of gun curbs. 

He offered his own plan 
giving the government 72 
hours to delay gun sales 
to those suspected of ter¬ 
ror acts and persuade a 
judge to block that sale, 
and letting the govern¬ 
ment immediately arrest 
the suspect. Democrats 
blocked that. 

Cornyn said Democrats 
were trying to “capitalize” 
on last week’s California 
shootings “to justify this 
unconstitutional attempt 
to deny American citizens 
their core constitutional 
rights," such as gun owner¬ 
ship. The Senate last week 
rejected Feinstein’s pro¬ 


Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y. discusses gun control during a news conference on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. Democrats took to the floors of the Senate and House on Tuesday to draw attention 
to their drive to prevent suspected violent extremists from obtaining guns. 

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 


posal and a Cornyn pro¬ 
posal similar to Tuesday’s. 
Republicans have react¬ 
ed to the San Bernardino 
killings by emphasizing 
national security, push¬ 
ing legislation stiffening 
restrictions on refugees 
and travel to the U.S. In 
the House, Democrats led 
by Rep. Mike Thompson, a 
California Democrat and 


a leading gun control ad¬ 
vocate, forced a series of 
procedural votes to pro¬ 
test Republican leaders’ 
refusal to allow debate on 
legislation by Rep. Peter 
King, a Republican, that is 
similar to Feinstein's. Rep. 
Scott Perry, a Republican, 
drew boos and catcalls 
from Democrats when he 
railed against the “fool's 
errand” of their push for 


a gun control vote. “They 
have no idea what it takes 
to get on the no-fly list,” 
Perry said. He said that list is 
maintained by “the same 
administration that perse¬ 
cutes its citizens" with the 
Internal Revenue Service, 
a reference to the 2013 
outcry over that agency's 
intense scrutiny of some 
conservative groups seek¬ 
ing tax exemptionsO 
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Boston College: 80 sickened after eating at Chipotle 



A man walks near a closed Chipotle restaurant in the 
Cleveland Circle neighborhood of Boston. Chipotle said 
that it closed the restaurant after several students at Boston 
College, including members of the men’s basketball team, 
reported “gastrointestinal symptoms” after eating at the chain. 
The school said it was working with local health officials to 
determine the cause of the illness. (AP Photo/Steven Senne) 


CANDICE CHOI 
BOB SALSBERG 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Boston 
College said Tuesday the 
number of students com¬ 
plaining of gastrointestinal 
symptoms after eating at a 
Chipotle this weekend has 
climbed to 80, up from the 
30 it reported the previous 
day. 

The illnesses prompted 
the temporary closure of 
a Chipotle restaurant in 
Boston where the students 
ate, and come as the 
chain’s sales are already 
being slammed by a mul¬ 
tistate outbreak of E. coli 
linked to its restaurants. 
Chipotle says it thinks the 
Boston College illnesses 
are an isolated case of 
norovirus and unrelated to 
the E. coli cases that have 
turned up in nine states. 
“All of the evidence we 
have points in that direc¬ 
tion,” said Chris Arnold, a 
Chipotle spokesman. 
Boston College said it is 
working with state health 
officials and thaf all stu¬ 
dents who reported symp¬ 
toms have been tested for 
both E. Coli and norovirus. 
It said results will not be 
available for at least two 
days. 

According to a report from 
the Boston Inspectional 
Services department, 
which is responsible for 
inspecting the city’s res¬ 
taurants, an employee at 
the Chipotle restaurant in 
Cleveland Circle was sick 


while working a shift Thurs¬ 
day. 

William Christopher, the 
department’s commis¬ 
sioner, said it was not im¬ 
mediately known if man¬ 
agement at Chipotle was 
aware of the employee’s 
symptoms. He said the res¬ 
taurant’s permit to oper¬ 
ate has been suspended 
by the city and that a disin¬ 
fection process has begun. 
According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, infected work¬ 
ers cause about 70 per¬ 
cent of reported norovirus 
outbreaks from contami¬ 
nated food. Each year, 
norovirus causes 19 million 
to 21 million illnesses. 

The virus can spread from 
an infected person, con¬ 
taminated food or water, 
or by touching contami¬ 
nated surfaces, the agen¬ 
cy says. It is very contagious 
and can spread quickly in 
places such as daycare 
centers and cruise ships. 
Common symptoms in¬ 
clude diarrhea, vomiting, 
nausea and stomach pain. 
If tests confirm that the Bos¬ 
ton illnesses are the result 
of norovirus, it would sup¬ 
port Chipotle’s previous 
statement that whatever 
ingredient that was likely 
to blame for the E. coli is 
out of its restaurants by 
now. 

The CDC has not yet de¬ 
termined the ingredient 
responsible for sickening 
52 people in the E. coli 
outbreak, but 47 of fhe 


individuals reported eat¬ 
ing at a Chipotle before 
they got ill. The first cases 
were reported at the end 
of October in Oregon and 
Washington, with addition¬ 
al cases being reported 
later. 

The most recent illness 
started Nov. 13, according 
to the CDC. 

At a presentation Tuesday 
for analysts in New York 
City, Chipotle executives 
noted the exposure period 
for the E. coli cases ap¬ 
pears to be over. The com¬ 
pany has said it is tighten¬ 
ing its food safety proce¬ 
dures, and that some of 
its local produce suppliers 
might not be able to meet 
the new standards. 
Executives said the chain 
may eventually raise pric¬ 
es to make up for its food 


safety investments. 

In its annual report, Chipo¬ 
tle has noted it may be at 
a higher risk for outbreaks 
of food-borne illnesses be¬ 
cause of its “fresh produce 
and meats rather than fro¬ 
zen, and our reliance on 
employees cooking wifh 
traditional methods rather 
than automation.” 
Chipotle Mexican Grill Inc., 
based in Denver, has more 
than 1,900 locations, pri¬ 
marily in the U.S. The com¬ 
pany has already warned 
that sales are expected to 
fall as much as 11 percent 
at established locations for 
the fourth quarter as a re¬ 
sult of bad publicity from 
the E. coli cases. 

That would mark the first 
time the sales figure has 
declined since Chipofle 
went public in 2006.Q 
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At Press Time: 

Search is on for NFL quarterback Jay Cutler’s brother-in-law 


BRADY McCOMBS 
Associated Press 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — In¬ 
vestigators are trying to 
piece together what hap¬ 
pened to NFL quarterback 
Jay Cutler's brother-in-law, 
whose hasn’t been heard 
from since his car was 
found abandoned more 
than a week ago near a 
remote dirt road in Utah. 
Michael Cavallari, 30, lives 
in Southern California and 
was arrested on an alle¬ 
gation of making threats 
there Nov. 23, authorities 
said Monday. 

Four days later, a rancher 
found Cavallari’s car wifh 
ifs engine on and the air 
bag deployed in Utah, 
Grand County Sheriff Ste¬ 
ven White said. It was 
about 200 miles south of 
Salt Lake City and 5 miles 
south of Interstate 70, in 
a part of the state that’s 
home to several national 
parks. 

Cavallari apparently was 


NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — A for¬ 
mer gang member turned 
anti-violence activist who 
was featured in “Brick 
City,” a Sundance Chan¬ 
nel documentary series set 
in New Jersey’s largest city, 
has been shot to death, 
authorities said Tuesday. 
Darel Evans, 33, was shot 
in Newark late Monday 
night and was pronounced 
dead at the scene, Essex 
County prosecutors said. A 
motive for the shooting re¬ 
mains under investigation, 
they said. 



Michael Cavallari is seen in 
this undated photo distributed 
by the Grand County, Utah 
Sheriff’s Office. Grand County 
Sheriff Steven White said Mon¬ 
day that a rancher discov¬ 
ered the 30-year-old Caval- 
lari's car early on Nov. 27, the 
day after Thanksgiving. It was 
found about 200 miles south 
of Salt Lake City and 5 miles 
south of Interstate 70. 

(Grand County Sheriff’s Office 
via AP) 

driving by himself, though 
it's unclear where he was 
going, authorities said. He 


Further details were not im¬ 
mediately released, includ¬ 
ing what type of weapon 
was used or how many as¬ 
sailants may have been in¬ 
volved. 

Evans, a reformed Crips 
gang member known as 
Creep, was profiled in the 
Peabody award-winning 
TV series for turning his life 
around and for his relation¬ 
ship with a woman from 
the rival Bloods gang. The 
series, which chronicles 
city officials' and residents’ 
efforts to improve New- 


is the brother of reality TV 
personality Kristin Cavallari, 
who married Cutler in 2013. 
Evidence shows Michael 
Cavallari’s 2014 Honda 
Civic hit a couple of big 
rocks and washes, likely 
causing the air bag to de¬ 
ploy, White said. 

White said crews have 
been searching the area 
on foot and by helicopter 
but they have found no 
trace of Michael Caval¬ 
lari. It's difficult to find foot¬ 
prints in the frozen ground, 
he added. Temperatures in 
the area have been at or 
below freezing every night 
since the car was found up 
against a small embank¬ 
ment. 

There were no signs of foul 
play. 

Hours before his Honda 
was discovered, Michael 
Cavallari — who lives in San 
Clemente, California — 
stopped at a convenience 
store about 60 miles away 
and asked for directions to 


ark, first aired in 2009. The 
couple were also featured 
along with their children in 
a follow-up Pivot TV docu¬ 
mentary series, “Jersey 
Strong.” 

“It's hard to extract yourself 
from the level of violence in 
urban America," said Mark 
Benjamin, who created 
both shows along with part¬ 
ner Marc Levin. “As hard as 
he tried, it caught up with 
him. He was writing, he was 
doing comedy and sketch¬ 
es and he had different 
jobs. He had different chil- 


Salt Lake City. 

Credit card transactions 
and surveillance video 
show he was at the store in 
the town of Monticello at 
3:30 a.m. on Nov. 27. 

In California, Orange 
County Sheriff's Lt. Jeffrey 
Hallock said Monday that 
deputies arrested Michael 
Cavallari on suspicion of 
making criminal threats 
Nov. 23. He bailed out of 
jail Nov. 25. 

He was arrested outside 
Dana Point City Hall with a 
loaded shotgun following a 
report from a woman who 
called the sheriff's depart¬ 
ment to say he had been 
outside her apartment with 
a shotgun, according to a 
police report. 

The unnamed woman 
told deputies the two had 
argued days earlier, and 
she was afraid because 
he kept returning to her 
apartment. Police report¬ 
ed smelling alcohol on Mi¬ 
chael Cavallari's breath 


dren from a few different 
women. He had lots of love 
to give. The street caught 
up with him.” 

Evans’ story line focused 
on how he went from be¬ 
ing an active gang mem¬ 
ber to a mentor for at-risk 
youth after he realized that 
his friends were either get¬ 
ting locked up in prison or 
dying, with no real option 
in between. “The senseless 
violence of young black 
men dying on the streets 
of America is a sick, sick 
situation,” Benjamin saidO 


when he was arrested. He 
acknowledged having a 
loaded shotgun in his trunk, 
the report said. 

He was taken into custody 
without incident, and he 
denied doing anything to 
the woman, who reported 
the incidents to authorities. 
Michael Cavallari works 
for his father's corporation, 
White said. He is single and 
has no kids. 

Kristin Cavallari rose to 
fame in the mid-2000s 
when she appeared in the 
MTV reality series “Laguna 
Beach” and “The Hills." She 
and Cutler have three chil¬ 
dren together. 

On Monday, Kristin Ca¬ 
vallari posted a photo 
on Instagram of her and 
her brother as kids at the 
beach with a message 
thanking people for their 
thoughts and prayers. 

“We remain hopeful and I 
will share any news that we 
receive,” she wrote. 

Cutler starred collegiately 
at Vanderbilt and now 
plays for the Chicago Bears 
in the NFL. The 32-year-old 
said little Sunday when 
asked about whether the 
situation with his missing 
brother-in-law was a factor 
in his team’s loss. 

“No,” Cutler said. “We 
stayed focused, and we 
adjust better than any¬ 
body." Cutler’s head 
coach, John Fox, said 
Monday he's aware of the 
situation but doesn’t know 
much about it. Fox said the 
franchise provides resourc¬ 
es for players to deal with 
off-field issues, including 
sports psychologists. □ 


‘Brick City’ cast member shot dead in Newark, New Jersey 
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US Financial Front: 


Small businesses in limbo as Congress debates tax break 



CE Rental co-owner Vicki Phaneuf poses for a photo at her party rental company in Raleigh, N.C. 
Small business owners are on edge as they wait to see if Congress will approve a big increase in 
the tax break they get to buy new equipment this year. 

(AP Photo/Gerry Broome) 


JOYCE M. ROSENBERG 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — 

Small business owners are 
on edge as they wait to 
see if Congress will approve 
a big increase in the tax 
break they get to buy new 
equipment. 

The so-called Section 179 
deduction, which is aimed 
at helping small business¬ 
es grow, is caught up in a 
debate over a number of 
tax provisions. Lawmakers 
are haggling over whether 
to raise the $25,000 de¬ 
duction to $500,000 for the 
current tax year only, or to 
make the higher level per¬ 
manent for future years. 
If they can’t reach an 
agreement, the deduc¬ 
tion would remain at the 
lower amount. Congress 
had hoped to wrap up a 
$1.1 trillion spending bill 
that includes the Section 
179 deduction by midnight 
this Friday. But talks on the 
bill have stalled and it’s 
not known when lawmak¬ 
ers might reach an agree¬ 
ment. The inaction has left 
small business owners like 
Vicki and Charles Phaneuf 
in limbo. The couple wants 
to purchase $30,000 in 
chairs for their party rental 
company, CE Rental. But if 
Congress doesn't approve 
an increase in the deduc¬ 
tion, they won’t be able 
to afford them. The Pha- 
neufs, whose company is 
in Raleigh, North Carolina, 


have already used up the 
$25,000 deduction on a 
truck and other equipment. 
“It’s delayed our making 
any purchases that weren't 
absolutely necessary,” Vicki 
Paneuf says. 

The Section 179 deduction, 
named for a provision in 
the federal tax law, allows 
a small business to deduct 
up front the entire cost of 
equipment ranging from 
computers to furniture to 
vehicles and machinery. 
The deduction is $25,000, 
but lawmakers vote ev¬ 
ery year on whether to in¬ 
crease that amount for the 
current year. 

Before the recession, the 
deduction was fairly pre¬ 
dictable; it rose to keep 
up with inflation. Con¬ 
gress nearly doubled it to 
$250,000 for 2008 to stimu¬ 
late the economy during 
the recession and kept it 
at that level for 2009. Con¬ 
gress raised it to $500,000 for 
each of the next five years, 
but often lawmakers didn’t 
OK the larger deduction 
until December of each 
year. The House passed a 
bill early this year calling for 
the higher deduction, but it 
stalled in the Senate. 

Not being able to predict 
the size of the deduction 
from one year to the next 
makes it difficult for a small- 
business to plan for expan¬ 
sion; many companies rely 
on their tax savings to fund 
their growth because it's 


hard for them to get bank 
loans, says Lawrence Nan- 
nis, a certified public ac¬ 
countant in Waltham, Mas¬ 
sachusetts. Many also have 
money set aside for taxes 
in case they don’t get the 
big deduction, and that’s 
money they can’t use to 
buy equipment. 

The owners of Hobby 
Works, a chain of four stores 
in Maryland and Virginia, 
want to open more loca¬ 
tions but have been sty¬ 
mied because they can’t 
plan ahead, co-owner 
Mike Brey says. 

Even if the deduction for 


2015 does turn out to be 
$500,000, he can't buy all 
the necessary showcases 
to outfit it by the end of the 
year — the tax law requires 
equipment to be delivered 
and in use by Dec. 31 in 
order to qualify for the de¬ 
duction. And he can’t start 
a search for a location un¬ 
less he knows he'll get the 
tax break. 

“You can't wake up in the 
morning and say, ‘I’m go¬ 
ing to open a store tomor¬ 
row,”’ Brey says. 

Small businesses that sell 
equipment also are affect¬ 
ed. Sales at farm equip¬ 


ment seller St. Joseph’s 
Equipment are down 15 
percent to 20 percent this 
year, and chief financial of¬ 
ficer Sherry Wuebben says 
the uncertainty about the 
Section 179 deduction has 
kept farmers from buying. 
“If they had known (a 
$500,000 deduction) was 
coming, they would have 
been visiting us,” says 
Wuebben, whose com¬ 
pany is based in LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin. Her company’s 
equipment including trac¬ 
tors, combines and thresh¬ 
ers ranges from $25,000 to 
$500,0000 
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Russia launches new airstrikes in Syria; 1st from submarine 



Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, meets with Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu in the Novo-Oga- 
ryovo residence outside Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2015. Shoigu reported to Putin that the 
Kalibr cruise missiles launched by the Rostov-on-Don submarine in the Mediterranean Sea suc¬ 
cessfully hit the designated targets in the Syrian city of Raqqa. 

(Mikhail Klimentyev/Sputnik, Kremlin, via AP) 


V. ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russia 
has unleashed another 
barrage of airstrikes against 
targets in Syria, including 
the first combat launch of 
a new cruise missile from 
a Russian submarine in fhe 
Mediterranean Sea, the 
country’s defense minister 
said Tuesday. 

The Kalibr cruise missiles 
launched by the Rostov-on- 
Don submarine successfully 
hit the designated targets 
in Raqqa, Defense Minis¬ 
ter Sergei Shoigu reported 


to President Vladimir Putin. 
The submarine was in a 
submerged position during 
the launch, he added. 

Putin noted that the new 
cruise missile can be 
equipped with both con¬ 
ventional and nuclear war¬ 
heads, adding he hopes 
that the latter “will never 
be needed.” 

Shoigu said Tu-22 bomb¬ 
ers flying from their base in 
Russia also took part in the 
latest raids, performing 60 
combaf sorties in the last 
three days. 

He said the targets de¬ 


stroyed in the latest wave of 
Russian airstrikes included 
a munitions depot, a fac¬ 
tory manufacturing mortar 
rounds and oil facilities be¬ 
longing to “terrorists." 
Shoigu said the Russian 
military had informed Is¬ 
rael and fhe United States 
about the airstrikes before 
launching them. A U.S. 
defense official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
because he wasn’t autho¬ 
rized to discuss the matter 
publicly, confirmed that 
Russia notified the U.S. in 
advance. 


The U.S. official said at 
least 10 cruise missiles were 
launched from Russian sur¬ 
face ships in the Caspian 
Sea and at least one missile 
was fired by a Russian sub¬ 
marine in the eastern Medi¬ 
terranean. 

Russia has carried out its 
air campaign in Syria since 
Sept. 30, using warplanes 
at an air base in Syria's 
coastal province of Lata- 
kia, as well as navy ships 
and long-range bombers 
flying from their bases in 
Russia. While Moscow said 
its action has been focused 
on the Islamic State group, 
the U.S. and its allies have 
criticized Moscow for also 
striking moderate rebel 
groups opposed to Syrian 
President Bashar Assad. 
Shoigu told Putin that Syrian 
army forces had overtaken 
the area near the border 
with Turkey where a Turk¬ 
ish jet shot down a Russian 
warplane on Nov 24. He 
showed Putin the plane’s 
flight recorder, which he 
said Syrian and Russian 
troops had recovered from 
the crash site. 

Putin ordered the flight re¬ 
corder to be studied in the 
presence of foreign ex¬ 
perts, adding that the data 
will show the plane's flight 
path. 

Moscow’s relations with 
Ankara have been badly 


strained over the downing. 
Turkey said it shot down 
the aircraft after it violated 
Turkey's airspace for 17 
seconds despife repeated 
warnings. 

Russia has insisted the war¬ 
plane had stayed in Syria’s 
airspace, and responded 
by deploying long-range 
air defense missiles at its 
air base in Syria and intro¬ 
ducing a slew of economic 
sanctions against Turkey. 
“We had treated Turkey 
not only as a friendly coun¬ 
try, but as an ally in the 
fight against terrorism, and 
we couldn’t expect such a 
mean, treacherous stab in 
the back,” Putin said. 
Russian Foreign Minis¬ 
try spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova dismissed Tur¬ 
key's complaint about a 
sailor on a Russian navy 
vessel pictured on its deck 
with a portable air-defense 
missile while the ship was 
cruising across the Bospo¬ 
rus. Turkey denounced the 
incident as a provocation 
and summoned the Russian 
ambassador to protest. 
Zakharova responded 
Tuesday by saying the Rus¬ 
sian crew had the right to 
protect its vessel and insist¬ 
ed that the action didn't 
contradict the Montreux 
Convention, which sets in¬ 
ternational rules for using 
the Turkish straits. □ 


Iraqi forces seize neighborhood on outskirts of IS-held city 


QASSIM ZAHRA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqi 
troops battling the Islamic 
State group on Tuesday 
captured a neighborhood 
on the outskirts of militant- 
held Ramadi and a pro¬ 
vincial operations center 
to the north of fhe city, of¬ 
ficials said. 

If was fhe first significant in¬ 
cursion into Ramadi since 


Iraq announced a major 
offensive last month aimed 
at taking back the provin¬ 
cial capital. Iraqi troops 
backed by Shiite militiamen 
recently seized the Pales¬ 
tine Bridge, a main gate¬ 
way, completing their en¬ 
circlement of the city. 
Sabah al-Numani, a spokes¬ 
man for an Iraqi counterter¬ 
rorism unit fighting in Rama¬ 
di, said that while much of 


the former operations cen¬ 
ter had been destroyed by 
IS fighters, the Iraqi flag had 
been raised above one of 
the remaining buildings. He 
said Iraqi troops also liber¬ 
ated the southwestern Ta- 
mim neighborhood. 

“This area is considered an 
important region for Dae- 
sh,” al-Numani said, using 
the Arabic acronym for the 
Islamic State group. 


He cautioned that there 
is still a long battle ahead, 
and that Warar River, a trib¬ 
utary of fhe Euphrates, sep¬ 
arates the troops in Tamim 
from the center of Ramadi. 
“We cannof give a specif¬ 
ic time we will liberate the 
city,” he said, adding that 
IS had “destroyed many of 
fhe bridges” over the river. 
Col. Steven Warren, the 
spokesman for the U.S.-led 


coalition in Baghdad, said 
Iraqi forces had reported to 
the coalition that they had 
cleared the Tamim neigh¬ 
borhood. “Tamim overlooks 
downtown Ramadi and 
provides an important tac¬ 
tical advantage,” Warren 
said. IS captured Ramadi 
in May, dealing the biggest 
blow to Iraqi forces since 
the fall of the city of Mosul 
in the summer of 2014.Q 
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France urges EU to act faster against extremist funding 



France’s Finance Minister Michel Sapin, right, talks with European Commissioner for Economic 
and Financial Affairs Pierre Moscovici at the EU Council building in Brussels. Sapin urged his 
European Union partners on Tuesday to speed up efforts to cut off funds to extremists groups. 

(AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert) 


LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — France 
urged its European Union 
partners on Tuesday to 
speed up efforts to cut off 
funds to extremists groups, 
nearly a month after the 
Paris attacks. 

“We have to go faster, 
but also further, stronger,” 
French Finance Minister 
Michel Sapin told reporters 


after talks with his EU coun¬ 
terparts in Brussels. 

Based in part on a list of 
measures suggested by 
France, the ministers dis¬ 
cussed ways to better track 
financial transfers, control 
prepaid bank cards, freeze 
assets and limit movements 
of cash and precious met¬ 
als. 

But no firm decisions were 
taken, and the EU's ex¬ 


ecutive Commission was 
tasked with drawing up a 
list of priorities for their next 
meeting in January. 

The Nov. 13 attacks in the 
French capital, in which 
130 people were killed 
and hundreds injured, 
have highlighted the need 
for new finance track¬ 
ing measures. But Sapin 
warned that “the dates for 
adopting these measures 


London mayor: Trump’s comments ‘nonsense’ 


LONDON (AP) — Donald 
Trump’s comments about 
London are “nonsense,” 
the city’s mayor said 
Tuesday, inviting the U.S. 
Republican presidential 
hopeful to come and see 
for himself. 

Trump, who on Monday 
called for a “total and 
complete shutdown of 
Muslims entering the Unit¬ 
ed States,” told MSNBC 
that some parts of London 
“are so radicalized that the 
police are afraid for their 
own lives." 

But London Mayor Boris 


Johnson, a Conservative, 
said Trump’s “ill-informed 
comments are complete 
and utter nonsense." 
Joining a long list of British 
politicians criticizing Trump, 
Johnson said he would 
“welcome the opportunity 
to show Mr. Trump firsthand 
some of the excellent work 
our police officers do every 
day in local neighborhoods 
throughout our city.” 
“Crime has been falling 
steadily both in London 
and in New York — and the 
only reason I wouldn’t go 
to some parts of New York 


is the real risk of meeting 
Donald Trump,” Johnson 
said. 

London's Metropolitan Po¬ 
lice force said Trump “could 
not be more wrong" about 
their city and was “wel¬ 
come to receive a briefing 
from the Met Police on the 
reality of policing London.” 
Prime Minister David Cam¬ 
eron, another Conserva¬ 
tive, also criticized Trump’s 
statements about Muslims 
— breaking the custom 
of British leaders not com¬ 
menting on U.S. presiden¬ 
tial contenders. □ 


are far away. Terrorists are 
there, so we must act more 
quickly.” Some steps were 
announced after the at¬ 
tacks on satirical newspa¬ 
per Charlie Hebdo and a 
kosher supermarket in Paris 
in January, and the shoot¬ 
ings at a free speech de¬ 
bate in Copenhagen the 
following month, but more 
are being floated. 

France wants to bolster the 
powers of financial intelli¬ 
gence teams that analyze 
suspicious transactions, 
and to work with the U.S. 
on “terrorist financing." 

It is calling for a system 
for freezing assets to be 
broadened from bank ac¬ 
counts to property, vehi¬ 
cles and any benefits that 
suspects might receive. 

It also wants tighter con¬ 
trols and improved trans¬ 
parency on the use of virtu¬ 


al currencies or electronic 
money forms like pre-paid 
cards, which allow small 
amounts to be sent anony¬ 
mously. 

Paris is also calling for more 
border checks on the 
transfer of cash, gold, pre¬ 
cious metals and pre-paid 
cards by freight, particular¬ 
ly air freight, as a customs 
declaration is only required 
if the amounts exceed 
10,000 euros ($10,860). 

The measures would in¬ 
clude a crackdown on the 
illicit trade in cultural goods 
amid fears that extremists 
are selling or smuggling ar¬ 
tefacts looted from arche¬ 
ological sites or museums. 
The culture ministers of 
Germany, France and It¬ 
aly added to pressure for 
action to curb the use of 
looted art as a source of 
extremist financingO 
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Pope: Mercy trumps moralizing as he opens Vatican Holy Door 


NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
Francis pushed open the 
great bronze doors of St. 
Peter's Basilica on Tuesday 
to launch his Holy Year of 
Mercy, declaring that mer¬ 
cy trumps moralizing in his 
Catholic Church. 

Francis stood in prayer on 
the threshold of the basili¬ 
ca’s Holy Door then walked 
through it, the first of an es¬ 
timated 10 million faithful 
who will pass through over 
the course of the next year 
in a rite of pilgrimage dat¬ 
ing back centuries. 

A thin and frail Emeritus 
Pope Benedict XVI walked 
through the doorway right 
after Francis, gingerly ne¬ 
gotiating the two steps with 
the help of a cane and his 
longtime assistant. It was a 
rare outing for the 88-year- 
old Benedict, whose histor¬ 
ic resignation led to Fran¬ 
cis’ election and a papacy 
dedicated to showing the 
merciful side of the church. 
Some 5,000 extra police, 
carabinieri and soldiers 
have been deployed 
around Rome, and a no- 
fly zone imposed on its 
skies, to protect the pilgrims 
who are flocking to Rome 
on foot, by car, train and 
plane to participate in the 
yearlong celebration. 
Security was heightened 
after the Vatican was listed 
as a possible target follow¬ 
ing the Paris attacks, but 
the extra police patrols 
and traffic stops extended 
far beyond the immediate 
vicinity of the Vatican or 
even the other main pil¬ 
grimage sites in Rome. 
Francis launched the 
12-month jubilee to em¬ 
phasize what has become 
the leitmotif of his papacy: 


showing the merciful and 
welcoming side of a Cath¬ 
olic Church more often 
known for moralizing and 
casting judgment. 

“How much wrong we 
do to God and his grace 
when we speak of sins be¬ 


ing punished by his judg¬ 
ment before we speak of 
their being forgiven by his 
mercy,” Francis told an esti¬ 
mated 50,000 people gath¬ 
ered under rainy skies for his 
Mass opening the jubilee. 
“We have to put mercy be¬ 
fore judgment, and in any 
event God’s judgment will 
always be in the light of his 
mercy." 

The Vatican’s Holy Door, 
located to the right of the 
basilica’s main entrance, is 
decorated with 16 bronze 
panels depicting the re¬ 
demption of man’s sin 
through mercy. Passing 


through it is meant to sym¬ 
bolize the pilgrimage of 
life's journey and the sacri¬ 
fices endured. 

“We have to absorb the 
message that God always 
forgives us, which is the 
message that the pope 


gives to us,” said Maria Sila, 
a pilgrim from Buenos Aires 
as she waited for the Mass 
to begin. 

After Francis and Benedict 
walked through the door¬ 
way, the first throngs of pil¬ 
grims followed suit, led off 
by the Italian president and 
other dignitaries. 

In a sign that Francis him¬ 
self was taken aback by 
Benedict’s frailty when he 
saw him at the Holy Door, 
he asked the throngs of pil¬ 
grims in the piazza to send 
their prayers for his “good 
health.” The crowd re¬ 
sponded with cheers and 


applause. 

Holy Years are generally 
celebrated every 25-50 
years, and over the centu¬ 
ries they have been used to 
encourage the faithful to 
make pilgrimages to Rome 
to obtain an “indulgence” 


— the ancient church tradi¬ 
tion related to the forgive¬ 
ness of sins that roughly 
amounts to a “get out of 
Purgatory free” card. 

Unlike in Martin Luther’s 
time, these Holy Year indul¬ 
gences are free and avail¬ 
able to those who pass 
through the Holy Door. 

The last jubilee was in 2000, 
when St. John Paul II ush¬ 
ered in the church’s third 
millennium and some 25 
million pilgrims flocked to a 
Rome that had undergone 
a multimillion-dollar facelift 
for the occasion. 

In typical Francis fashion, 


the pope made clear from 
the start that he wanted 
this Holy Year to be a more 
sober occasion. For the first 
time, the pope instructed 
all cathedrals around the 
world to open their Holy 
Doors to pilgrims to encour¬ 
age the faithful to mark the 
jubilee at home rather than 
coming to Rome. 
Nevertheless, Italian offi¬ 
cials seized on the excuse 
of the jubilee to allocate 
millions of euros for dozens 
of public works projects 
around the capital, prac¬ 
tically none of which has 
been completed. 

Francis announced his Holy 
Year on the second anni¬ 
versary of his papacy, say¬ 
ing his aim was “to give 
comfort to every man and 
every woman of our time.” 
It was in keeping with his 
priority to make the church 
a “field hospital" for injured 
souls, where the wounded 
are welcomed and loved, 
not judged. 

The jubilee year will feature 
a host of special Masses 
and extra general audi¬ 
ences to accommodate 
the throngs of pilgrims, 
while Francis himself has 
set aside one Friday each 
month to slip out of the 
Vatican to perform an act 
of mercy himself, in private. 
For all the pomp of Tues¬ 
day’s ceremony, Francis 
technically launched the 
Holy Year of Mercy last 
week in Central African 
Republic, when he pushed 
open the Holy Door of the 
Bangui cathedral. His aim 
was to give the conflict- 
weary Christians there a 
spiritual boost, and show 
the universality of his mes¬ 
sage of mercy. 

Elsewhere around the 
world. Holy Doors will be 
opening at cathedrals 
starting this Sunday.Q 



Pope Francis pushes open the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica, formally launching the 
Holy Year of Mercy, at the Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2015. The 12-month jubilee empha¬ 
sizes what has become the leitmotif of his papacy: to show the merciful and welcoming 
side of a Catholic Church more often known for its moralizing and judgment. 

(AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia) 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM & SWING 

DAILY 9am -1pm $60 pp 

Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON CRUISE 

DAILY 2pm - 5pm $45 pp 


DAILY SUNSET SAIL 

DAILY 5:30pm - 7:30pm $32 pp^ 


Our shorter snorkel cruise, with I Enjoy spectacular sunset. Open 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! I Bar & Ropeswing included 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations PQC O4 A7/CAO 70C0 
ONLY - Present coupon at boarding OOO 0 lUf/Dv6 f 000 


Save $10 per couple/per coupon for 
morning cruise Save $5 per couple/ 
per coupon for afternoon cruise 
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$4,50 donation from 
Aruba Aloe to Mary Joan 

+ FREE GIFT for you! 

WITH YOUR PURCHASE OF ONLY $75 
JUST MENTION THE WORDS: ARUBA TODAY IN ONE OF OUR STORES, 


ONLY VALID AT ARUBA ALQ?£TORES. FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR STORE 
LOCATIONS PLEASE VISIT: WWW.ARUBAALGE.COM/STORES 
-ORsGONSULT YOUR KOTEL CONCIERGE, 



Experience the oldest Aruban industry as a fun daytime outing: The Aruba Aloe Factory & Museum. 

Tourists have been visiting the wonderful island of Aruba since the late 1940's, enjoying the pristine 
beaches, clear waters and Aruba's dynamic nightlife. But one of the most unique experiences you, 
and your skin, will certainly appreciate for years to come, is visiting the world famous Aruba Aloe 
Balm Plantation, Factory and Museum. You will learn about the rich history of Aloe Vera, its 
importance to Aruba's economy, and the healing properties of this miracle plant. 

The Aloe Vera Plant, a brief history. 

Aloe Sera's healing properties were discovered centuries ago and it 
has been used as an ingredient in medications throughout the world 
f *_* ■ by many different cultures ever since. The plant was introduced in 

Aruba in the mid 1800's, and because of the perfect weather 
k conditions for the plant to grow in; Aruba became one of the largest 

exporters of Aloe Vera products in the world earning the nickname 
*4| j “Island of Aloe”. Aloe has proven to be so important to the local 

* economy that the plant is even shown in the code of arms of Aruba. 

' M Aloe Vera nowadays tops the list as one of the most powerful moisturizers and hydrating remedies available and Aruban aloe is known to 
r be the best in the world. 

■ \ 

I The Aruba Aloe Balm Factory and Museum Tour: 

* . / Founded in 1890, Aruba Aloe Balm is one of the oldest companies in Aruba and the only company that still grows and processes Aloe on the 
island. By visiting this iconic landmark and plantation, you will learn about the plant's rich history and about how Aruba Aloe makes its world 
' famous skin care products. 


!s 



During the tour, the super friendly local staff will guide you through the process of how they grow, hand cut and process the products that are sold worldwide. You will also 
get a guided tour of the museum that serves as a national depository for ancient aloe tools and equipment as well as a complete library on the history, manufacturing and 
healing qualities of Aloe. 

Laura & Dominio Bucciero, from Napels Italy on their honeymoon: 

“First time in Aruba, we are here for our honeymoon and staying for a week. The tour is very interesting, even though I don't perfectly understand English. We have Aloe in 
Italy but there it's not such good quality as the Aloe here. I have purchased the hand and body lotion because I don't really sunburn but still want very smooth and hydrated 
skin.” If you want to experience this unique and authentic experience come visit us during your stay here on Aruba! The FREE tour & museum are open Monday thru Friday 
from 8 am. to 5 pm. and Saturday from 9 am. - 5 pm. If you are interested in learning more about Aruba Aloe products you can also visit www.arubaaloe.com . We hope to 
see you soon! 

Aruba Aloe Museum, Factory & store | Pitastaat 115, Arubaj T: +297 588 3222_ 
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Venezuela’s poor rejected socialists, now fear economic pain 



In this Dec. 6 ,2015 photo, the emblematic 23 De Enero apartment complex is covered with 
a banner that reads in Spanish “Vote for PSUV, we’re those of Chavez” during congressional 
elections in Caracas, Venezuela. The district patrolled by pro-government motorcycle gangs 
turned against the socialist party for the first time Sunday, part of a tide of voters who punished 
the government for the country's collapsing economy and handed the opposition a landslide 
victory in legislative elections. (AP Photo/Alejandro Cegarra) 


HANNAH DREIER 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Residents of the slum 
where Hugo Chavez’s final 
remains rest are expecting 
deeper economic pain af¬ 
ter they helped a majority 
of the nation’s voters deliv¬ 
er a landslide for the oppo¬ 
sition against the socialist 
party founded by the late 


DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — The banana ex¬ 
porter who is the leading 
candidate in the disputed 
first round of Haiti's presi¬ 
dential vote said this week 
that critics aren’t providing 
evidence to back up their 
allegations of “massive 
fraud.” 

Haiti’s Provisional Electoral 
Council says Jovenel Moise 
received 33 percent of the 
Oct. 25 vote to clear the 


president. 

Even if the new legislature 
elected Sunday devotes 
itself to righting the econo¬ 
my, things in this neighbor¬ 
hood could soon get worse 
before they get better. The 
same price and currency 
controls that have turned 
daily life into a scavenger 
hunt for food and medi¬ 
cine also shield the poor 


packed field of 54 presi¬ 
dential candidates. Con¬ 
tested officials results have 
the government-backed 
candidate with 117,602 
more votes than second- 
place finisher Jude Ce- 
lestin, a former state con¬ 
struction chief. 

The disputed results have 
brought a renewed surge 
of paralyzing street pro¬ 
tests and so many broad 
accusations of electoral 
fraud from civil society 
and opposition groups it is 


from the country’s triple¬ 
digit inflation. 

“It's very difficult to remove 
economic controls. Even if 
you do everything right, 
you might end up hurting 
a lot of poor people in the 
short term,” said political 
science professor Javier 
Corrales of Amherst Col¬ 
lege in Massachusetts. 
Around the 23 of January 


not clear whether a Dec. 
27 presidential runoff be¬ 
tween the top two finishers 
can take place as sched¬ 
uled. 

At a press conference, 
Moise asserted that Haiti's 
National Human Rights De¬ 
fense Network and other 
organizations have been 
making baseless accusa¬ 
tions of widespread fraud 
including ballot-box stuff¬ 
ing and political-party 
representatives voting mul¬ 
tiple times. He said there 


neighborhood, murals of 
Chavez in various iterations 
peer down from the neigh¬ 
borhood's walls: Chavez 
the stone-faced general. 
Chavez the child des¬ 
tined for greatness. Older 
Chavez relaxing in a ham¬ 
mock. Younger Chavez 
plotting a 1992 coup at¬ 
tempt in this very slum. 
Jhon Ramirez worries less 
about betraying the man 
whose face greets him at 
every turn than whether 
there will be food to buy in 
January, always a time of 
intense shortages here as 
factories furlough workers 
for long holiday vacations. 
“We’re all pretty nervous. 
We need someone who 
can fill the shelves again,” 
he said. “We’re just hoping 
the new politicians don't 
turn out to be like the ones 
we have now— stubborn 
and out for their own gain.” 
The district patrolled by 
pro-government motorcy¬ 
cle gangs turned against 
the socialist party for the 
first time Sunday, part of 
a tide of voters who pun¬ 
ished the government for 
the country’s collapsing 
economy and handed the 
opposition a landslide vic¬ 
tory in legislative elections. 
The atmosphere changed 
overnight. 


were various problems with 
the first round and he has 
made recommendations 
to the much-criticized Pro¬ 
visional Electoral Council, 
“but you can't discredit 
the whole process." 

“The Haitian people voted 
for me and they put me 
in the first position,” said 
Moise, an agricultural busi¬ 
nessman who was plucked 
from political obscurity 
by outgoing President 
Michel Martelly to be his 
successor. □ 


On Election Day, many in 
the neighborhood stood in 
their doorway with a cup 
of rum. Grinning young 
people danced to reg- 
gaeton and wagged their 
indelible ink-stained pinkie 
fingers in the air, proclaim¬ 
ing that they had voted for 
change. 

The socialists lost by less 
than a single percentage 
point here Sunday. They 
won the district by a mar¬ 
gin of almost 2 to 1 during 
the last legislative elec¬ 
tions, in 2010. 

On Monday, doors were 
shut, stores were closed, 
and pro-government para¬ 
military groups kept watch 
over public spaces in this 
slum named for the date 
of the end of Venezuela’s 
last military dictatorship. 
Armed Chavez loyalists still 
police the area. One of 
them ordered an Associat¬ 
ed Press reporter to leave 
on Tuesday, saying the 
neighborhood is a “bour¬ 
geoisie-free zone." 

The coalition of parties 
that ran against the gov¬ 
ernment has promised to 
free jailed opposition lead¬ 
ers, but has offered few 
economic proposals. The 
economy currently suffers 
from sliding reserves, heavy 
government pre-election 
spending and choked rev¬ 
enue from a plunge in oil 
prices that account for 95 
percent of exports. 

Some slum dwellers, such 
as a woman selling fresh 
fish in the narrow stone 
streets, worry that the op¬ 
position will ignore the 
economy and focus on 
tearing down the socialist 
administration. 

President Nicolas Maduro is 
capitalizing on those fears. 
“The opposition has no po¬ 
litical project,” he said in a 
television address Monday 
night. “They only have one 
objective: Destroy the rev¬ 
olution by any means.”□ 


Haiti presidential candidate Moise stands by results 
























More a brand than a souvenir .... 


Meet the local guys behind Aruba Rocks! 



ORANJESTAD - Aruban de¬ 
signer Calvin Maduro and 
branding expert Jaymir 
Janga launched a must- 
have product line of shirts, 
caps, tumblers and stickers 
named Aruba Rocks! 

Calvin explains “We 
wanted to differentiate 
ourselves from other mer¬ 
chandise on the market 
by presenting a changing 
design concept with local 
motif that visitors could en¬ 




joy every vacation” 
Theircool designs launched 
in April of 2013 depict the 
shoco (burrowing owl, Aru¬ 
ba’s national bird) donkey, 
pelican, marlin and goat in 
a whimsical colorful man¬ 
ner. All animals sport col¬ 
orful Ray-ban-style shades 
and a mohawk hairstyle. 
Since Aruba is known to 
be the Caribbean destina¬ 
tion with the highest return 
guest rate, fresh designs of 
the multi colored, crack¬ 
led prints are continuously 
introduced creating a dy¬ 
namic product line for our 
rocking friends. 

According to Jaymir, “Our 






aspiration is to combine 
locally branded products 
with a worthy cause that 
will benefit the entire com¬ 
munity. In order to aid in 
reducing trash and ma¬ 
rine debris, we started sell¬ 
ing Aruba Rocks reusable 
and recyclable tumblers 
to many resorts and beach 
bars particularly for beach- 
goers, to reduce waste 
from disposable plastic 
and styrofoam cups.” 
Aruba Rocks recently 
opened their first official 


store in Paseo Heren- 
cia mall where all their 


designed items are dis¬ 
played. When you buy an 
Aruba Rocks product you 
help protect Aruba's valu¬ 
able natural resources and 
maintain the attractive¬ 
ness of Aruba’s beaches. 
This will allow all who con¬ 
sider Aruba their home- 
away-from-home to con¬ 
tribute to the protection of 
the island’s environment in 
a really effortless manner. 
Aruba Rocks have found 
a way to express their pas¬ 
sion for their island and 
design while contributing 
to the protection of the is¬ 
land's environment. 

For more information you 
can follow them on Face- 
book. com/arubarocks365 
and on Instagram @ 
arubarocks365Q 
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Barney’s Bar & Restaurant: “Food And Fun For Everyone!” 




PALM BEACH - Barney’s 
Bar & Restaurant is located 
in the Palm Beach/Noord 
area, an easy walk from 
the high rise area or short 
drive from the low rise area. 
Barney’s is family friendly 
opened Monday through 
Saturday from 5pm until 
11pm. 

Every night there are daily 
specials, fresh fish and their 
special “Theme” nights. 
Monday night is All You Can 
Eat Fajitas, Tuesday night is 
Schnitzel Night, Wednes¬ 
day night is Grouper Night, 
Thursday night is All You 
Can Eat Ribs, Friday night is 
All You Can Eat Sliders night 
and Saturday night is All 


You Can Eat Steak night. 
Here's what recent visitors 
have to say on TripAdvisor 
about Barney's Bar & Res¬ 
taurant: 

--“This restaurant was rec¬ 


ommended by fellow 
beach goers and we were 
glad they told us about it. 
We wound up going there 
3 times in 2 weeks! We had 
the fish on 2 occasions and 
ribs the other. We sat out¬ 




side twice the place was so 
busy. 

Make a reservation, since 
the people were just pour¬ 
ing in. Nightly specials more 
in a serving than you could 
eat. Everything was very 
good and highly recom¬ 
mend. Also, there is en¬ 
tertainment - we enjoyed 
hearing it when we were 
inside but we couldn't hear 
outside. Very friendly and 


Springs MD. 

--“They have many differ¬ 
ent theme nights, loved 
the Schnitzel night and my 
wife loved the all you can 
eat Ribs night. Ask for Use as 
your server, she is greati- 
Reviewed Golderd. 

Walk-ins are welcomed if 
seats are available but it 
really is necessary now-a- 



efficient staff and highly 
recommend for an evening 
out." -Reviewed by Myirish, 
Chicago IL. 

-“Easily reached from the 
high rise area, this was a 
neat restaurant with a defi¬ 
nite Dutch flavor. Nightly 
specials and wide variety 
on the menu.” -Reviewed 
by Swimmersmoml4, Silver 


days to make a reservation 
to insure you have a table. 
You can contact your con¬ 
cierge desk at your hotel/ 
time share or call them di¬ 
rectly at 586-5420. Feel free 
to check them out on Face- 
book at Barneys Restaurant 
to see what’s going on. 

So, what are you waiting 
for? MAKE THAT RESERVA¬ 
TION TODAYUiQ 
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CASINO AND SHOPS 
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WIN YOUR SHARE OF 


Earn one Free Enlry Tickel ‘ar every 25 
Paints enrned lodoy from 1 Oam tn 1 Opm 

Cash Prize Raffle & from 
10:30pm to 1 1:30pm! 


THE SHOPS 


AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide voricly of 
Relail & Dining Oufleis, 
Sal an & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs end more. 
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WONDERLAND 


HOURLY DRAWINGS 

EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
AT 9 PM, 10 PM AND 11 PM 


Eom entries daily with slot and table play, 
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Manchebo Awarded Top 10 Hotel in the World by Thomas Cook Sweden 



EAGLE BEACH - The luxury 
Caribbean boutique resort 
Manchebo Beach Resort 
& Spa has recently won 
the award for being one 
of the Top 10 Hotels in the 
World. The award was giv¬ 
en by valued Aruba part¬ 
ner Thomas Cook Sweden, 
who completed a survey 
amongst their clients and 
travelers. 

Scoring as high as 4.9 out of 
5 points, the intimate resort 
established the number 3 
position of best hotels in the 
world chosen out of 1000+ 
hotels worldwide. 

The award was given to the 
resort's General Manager 
Edgar Roelofs and Carla 
van Loenen Sales & Mar¬ 
keting Manager by Senior 
Contract Managers Goran 
Cosic and Rune Kristensen 
of Thomas Cook - Ving. 
“The high level of service 
and peaceful serenity are 
one of the many reasons 
our clients appreciate 
Manchebo so much”, ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Kristensen. 


As a token of 
appreciation 
the manage¬ 
ment team 
presented the 
award to the 
complete Man¬ 
chebo staff dur¬ 
ing the ‘Retire¬ 
ment Party' of 
Assistant Gen¬ 
eral Manager 
Rita van Vol- 
levelde. “Our 
boutique re¬ 
sort underwent 
many great 
rejuvenations 
over the past 
years," said 
Edgar Roelofs, 

General Man¬ 
ager of the property. “This 
award is a wonderful rec¬ 
ognition by Thomas Cook 
and we feel honored to 
receive this prestige award 
from our valued partner, 
we will continue offering 
the best service and quality 
to our guests from all over 
the world.” 


Thomas Cook Sweden 
features a popular Aruba 
program from the Nordic 
countries with bi-week¬ 
ly non-stop service from 
Stockholm, Sweden to 
Aruba during the months 
of October through March 
with Thomas Cook Airlines. 
In addition they offer a 
year-round program with 


KLM via Amsterdam. 

The Vision & Mission of the 
resort for 2016 and beyond 
is to make the Manchebo 
Beach Resort & Spa a lead¬ 
ing independent luxury 
boutique resort in the Ca¬ 
ribbean. By continuously 
striving to achieve higher 
customer & employee sat¬ 
isfaction, improved opera¬ 


tional effectiveness, 
sustainable & green 
initiatives, unique 
product improve¬ 

ments and increased 
occupancies. 
Manchebo Beach Re¬ 
sort & Spa is located 
along Aruba’s wid¬ 
est stretch of beach 
and renowned Eagle 
Beach on Aruba. 

The ultimate Carib¬ 
bean vacation expe¬ 
rience begins at this 
intimate, 2-story bou¬ 
tique resort an ideal 
place for romantic 
and rejuvenating get¬ 
aways. The 72 Deluxe 
Ocean and Garden 
View Rooms are newly 
renovated in an inviting, 
contemporary Island de¬ 
cor and feature top-notch 
amenities to make your 
stay relaxing and enjoy¬ 
able. The resort also fea¬ 
tures a complete wellness 
program including Spa del 
Sol and daily yoga and Pi- 
lates classes. □ 
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Chanukah Menorah Lighting Event Held on Eagle Beach 



EAGLE BEACH - The first beach on Monday eve- dance. It was organized 
public Chanukah menorah ning. This was a beautiful by Rabbi Ahron and Cha- 
lighting was held on Eagle event with many in atten- ya Blasberg of Chabad 
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Lubavitch Aruba and host¬ 
ed by La Cabana Beach 
Resort on the beach across 
the road from the resort. 
This coming Sunday, De¬ 
cember 13 th , the ‘LET IT 
GLOW!' Grand Chanukah 
Party will take place at the 
Playa Linda Plaza in Palm 
Beach. The event will fea¬ 
ture Latkes, Donuts, Choc¬ 
olate gelt, Entertainment, 
Balloons, Photo booth, Arts- 


n-Crafts, Donut decorating, 
Cotton Candy, Popcorn, 
Hotdogs & Burgers, Live 
Music, and Free Chanukah 
gift for every child! 

The event begins at 6pm at 
the Playa Linda Plaza, J.E. 
Irausquin Blvd. 87 Noord, 
Aruba. For more informa¬ 
tion and the schedule of 
Chanukah events, visit: 
www.JewishAruba.com/ 
Chanukah2015.Q 





























Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo breaks through the Malmo defense during a Champions League group A soccer match between Real Madrid and Malmo at the 
Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Francisco Seco) 


Champions League Roundup: 

As Ronaldo Breaks Scoring Record, Man United Eliminated 


ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 

Perhaps Cristiano Ronaldo 
wasn’t aware that Real 
Madrid’s match against 
Malmo was mostly mean¬ 
ingless. 

More likely, he just didn’t 
care — especially with a 
record in reach. 

Whatever the case, Ron¬ 
aldo scored four goals and 
set up two others Tuesday 
as Madrid routed Malmo 
8-0, making him the first 
player with 10 goals or 
more in the group stage of 
the Champions League. 


The Portuguese striker 
reached 11 goals in six 
games, surpassing the nine 
scored by Luiz Adriano with 
Shakhtar Donetsk last sea¬ 
son. Ronaldo also scored 
nine times in the 2013-14 
season group stage. 

Madrid had already se¬ 
cured first place in Group 
A, but the convincing vic¬ 
tory helped ease the pres¬ 
sure on coach Rata Benitez 
and club president Floren- 
tino Perez. 

Meanwhile, Ronaldo’s 
former club Manchester 
United was relegated to 


the Europa League after 
getting beat 3-2 by Wolfs¬ 
burg, as the German side 
advanced to the round of 
16 for the first time. 

The loss, coupled with PSV 
Eindhoven’s 2-1 home vic¬ 
tory over CSKA Moscow, 
dropped United to third 
place in Group B. 

Wolfsburg won the group 
and PSV also advanced. 
Atletico Madrid won Group 
C by beating Benfica 2-1 
to leapfrog the Portuguese 
host, which took second. 

In Group D, ManchesterCity 
scored three late goals in a 


five-minute span to beat 
Borussia Moenchenglad- 
bach 4-2 and finish top for 
the first time. Juventus, last 
season’s runner-up, wast¬ 
ed a chance to finish first 
with a 1-0 loss at Sevilla, al¬ 
though still advanced. The 
other four groups wrap up 
play Wednesday. 

Here is a group-by-group 
look at Tuesday's matches: 

GROUP A 

Ronaldo’s exploits over¬ 
shadowed a hat trick by 
Karim Benzema at the San¬ 
tiago Bernabeu Stadium. 


It was the second straight 
game in which Benzema 
scored at least two goals 
after a brace in the team’s 
4-1 win over Getafe in the 
Spanish league on Satur¬ 
day. Those were his first 
goals since being impli¬ 
cated in a blackmail case 
in relation to an alleged 
extortion scam over a sex 
tape featuring his French 
national teammate Ma- 
thieu Valbuena. 

Mateo Kovacic also scored 
for Madrid. 

Continue! on page 18 
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SPECIAL PRICES ON Mojito 
and local beers: Balashi & Chill 



Champions League Roundup 



Sevilla's Fernando Llorente, left, is airborne with Juventus' Giorgio Chiellini during the Champions 
League Group D soccer match between Sevilla and Juventus, Ramon Sanchez-Pizjuan stadium in 
Seville, Spain, Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Miguel Angel Morenatti) 


Continued from page 17 

Also, Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
and Lucas set each other 
up for goals as Paris Saint- 
Germain beat Shakhtar 
Donetsk 2-0. 

PSG was already guaran¬ 
teed to finish second be¬ 
hind Madrid. 

Madrid advanced with 16 
points and PSG with 13. 
Shakhtar finished fhird wifh 
three points and dropped 
into the Europa League 
while Malmo came last, 
also with three points but 
with only one goal scored 
and 21 conceded. 

GROUP B 

Central defender Naldo 
scored a brace as Wolfs¬ 
burg advanced to the 
knockout stage for the first 
time when it beat three¬ 


time winner Manchester 
United 3-2. United dropped 
to third place in the group 
when PSV Eindhoven 
came from behind to beat 
CSKA Moscow 2-1 and join 
Wolfsburg in fhe round of 
16 . 

Wolfsburg won fhe group 
with 12 points and PSV fin¬ 
ished wifh 10, two more 
than United, which will now 
have to play in the Europa 
League. CSKA finished last 
with four points. 

PSV advanced for the 
first time since 2006. Vet¬ 
eran defender Sergei Ig- 
nashevic converted a 
76th-minute penalty to 
give CSKA the lead, but 
PSV captain Luuk de Jong 
equalized just two minutes 
later, and midfielder Davy 
Proepper’s low shot sealed 
the win in the 86th. 


In Wolfsburg, Anthony 
Martial put United ahead 


in the 10th, but Naldo vol¬ 
leyed in the equalizer in the 
14th. Vieirinha regained 
the lead for Wolfsburg in 
the 29th, before an own 
goal by Joshua Guilavogui 
in the 82nd tied the score. 
But two minutes later Naldo 
scored his second with a 
header to seal Wolfsburg’s 
victory. 

GROUP C 

Luciano Vietto scored one 
goal and set up another as 
Atletico Madrid won 2-1 at 
Benfica to win the group. 
Playing at the same sta¬ 
dium where it lost the 2014 
final, Diego Simeone’s side 
avenged a 2-1 loss to Ben¬ 
fica from earlier this season. 
Vietto passed for midfielder 
Saul Niguez fo convert At- 
letico’s aggressive start into 
a goal after half an hour, 
before he added a strike of 
his own early in the second 
half. 

Benfica substitute Kostas 
Mitroglou halved the differ¬ 
ence in the 75th. 
Galatasaray was held to 
1-1 at home by Astana in 
the other Group C match. 
The Turkish side finished 


third and will join the Euro¬ 
pa League. 

Atletico finished with 13 
points, Benfica with 10, 
Galatasaray with five and 
Astana with four. 

GROUP D 

Raheem Sterling netted in 
the 80th and 81st minutes 
and Wilfried Bony scored in 
the 85th to spark Manches¬ 
ter City's late turnaround in 
a 4-2 win over Borussia Mo- 
enchengladbach 
To qualify in first place. City 
also needed Juventus to 
lose in Sevilla and last sea¬ 
son’s runner-up was beat¬ 
en 1-0. 

Sevilla secured a berth 
in the Europa League as 
Fernando Llorente scored 
against his former team. 

On the two previous oc¬ 
casions City reached the 
knockout stage, it was 
runner-up in the group 
and drew Barcelona both 
times. The English club is 
likely to get an easier draw 
in the last 16 this time. 

City finished wifh 12 points, 
Juventus with 11, Sevilla 
with six and ‘Gladbach 
with five. □ 
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UFC putting big shows on for 3 straight nights this weekend 



This photo shows Conor McGregor, left, kicking at Dustin 
Poirier, during their fight in Las Vegas. The UFC is surging toward 
the end of the year by flexing its promotional muscles for 
three straight nights in Vegas. McGregor’s featherweight title 
showdown with champion Jose Aldo is only the culmination of 
a three-day fight extravaganza this weekend. 

(AP Photo/John Locher,File) 


GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 

The UFC is surging toward 
the new year by flexing its 
promotional muscles for 
three straight nights in Ve¬ 
gas. 

Conor McGregor’s feath¬ 
erweight title showdown 
with champion Jose Aldo 
on Saturday night is the 
culmination of a three- 
day fight extravaganza this 
weekend. The UFC is stag¬ 
ing back-to-back-to-back 
shows on the Las Vegas 
Strip, loading its stacked 
deck with intriguing 
matchups between former 
champions and rising stars. 
“It’s going to be a historic 
time for me, but also for 
the entire UFC,” McGregor 
said. “You've never seen a 
weekend like this.” 

In its 22-year history, the 
UFC has never crammed 
three major fight cards so 
closely together, never 
mind in the same city. The 
promotion is putting on at 
least 33 fights in those three 
days, including two title 
bouts and its first headlin¬ 
ing non-title women's bout. 
After receiving criticism for 
occasionally thin shows 
while expanding its pro¬ 
motional breadth in recent 
years, the UFC made sure 
plenty of attention will be 
on mixed martial arts dur¬ 


ing this weekend gap be¬ 
tween the college football 
regular season and holiday 
festivities. 

“It’s literally the best De¬ 
cember we’ve ever had 
in the company’s history,” 
UFC President Dana White 
said when announcing the 
lineup. “We started looking 
at the end of the year. A lot 
of people needed fights, 
so we said, ‘Let's do three 
in a row. We'll do Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday.' It's 
a killer weekend in Vegas, 
right before Christmas.” 

The UFC 194 pay-per-view 
card is headlined by inter¬ 
im champion McGregor's 
long-anticipated meet¬ 
ing with Aldo, the imperi¬ 
ous Brazilian champion 
who has been subjected 
to months of expert verbal 
abuse from his Irish chal¬ 
lenger. 

And that show at the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena ac¬ 
tually features two title 
fights: Middleweight cham¬ 
pion Chris Weidman also 
defends his belt against 
Luke Rockhold in a tanta¬ 
lizing style clash pitting two 
dominant 185-pounders at 
the peak of their careers. 
Weidman and Rockhold 
could headline a major 
show on their own, but the 
promotion wants to guar¬ 
antee another big pay- 


per-view buy for UFC 194 
after Ronda Rousey's stun¬ 
ning loss to Holly Holm last 
month at UFC 193, which 
became one of the big¬ 
gest money-makers in the 
company’s history. 

The pay-per-view portion 
of the UFC 194 card is so 
stacked that popular vet¬ 
eran Urijah Faber is con¬ 
signed to fighting Frankie 
Saenz on the preliminary 
card. 

One night earlier at the 
Cosmopolitan hotel, feath¬ 
erweight veterans Frankie 
Edgar and Chad Mendes 
will meet on Fox Sports 1 in 


the compelling main event 
of a card also featuring the 
final bout in this season of 
“The Ultimate Fighter,” the 
UFC’s long-running reality 
show. Edgar or Mendes, 
who lost to McGregor as a 
late replacement for Aldo 
in August, could be the 
next challenger for the un¬ 
disputed belt. 

The UFC's weekend festivi¬ 
ties start off Thursday night 
at the Cosmopolitan with 
a card headlined by a 
115-pound showdown be¬ 
tween Paige VanZant and 
Rose Namajunas, two of 
the strawweight division’s 


most promising prospects. 
The bout is the first non-title 
fight main event between 
two women for the UFC, 
which only began promot¬ 
ing women’s MMA in 2013. 
The UFC has heavily pro¬ 
moted the 21-year-old 
VanZant as a future star, 
and this is her first head¬ 
lining bout. The Thursday 
card, which can be viewed 
only on the UFC’s Fight Pass 
subscription digital net¬ 
work, also features unbeat¬ 
en 19-year-old lightweight 
Sage Northcutt, another 
prospect ticketed for fame 
and stardom by the UFC.Q 
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His back ailing. Woods is merely an onlooker _ for now 


DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) — 

Jordan Spieth is used to 
having an audience on 
the golf course. 

Just not Tiger Woods. 

Spieth had just made bo¬ 
gey from the sand on the 
par-3 fifth hole at Albany 
Golf Club when he heard 
from the other side of the 
ropes, “Don’t worry. You’ll 
get it back.” It was hard to 
ignore because no more 
than a dozen people were 
following him at the Hero 
World Challenge. What 
startled him was recogniz¬ 
ing the voice and looking 
over to see Woods watch¬ 
ing him and Bill Haas from 
a golf cart during the third 
round. “If you had told 
me four years ago when I 
was still in college that Ti¬ 
ger would be sitting in a 
cart watching me play ... 
I mean, that was weird,” 
Spieth said. A moment 
later, Spieth added what 
so many other players are 
saying, or at least thinking. 
“We need him back out 
here playing.” 

He can only watch at the 
moment, and there is no 
indication when that might 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 

— Zack Greinke and the 
Arizona Diamondbacks fi¬ 
nalized their $206.5 million, 
six-year contract on Tues¬ 
day, a deal with a $34.4 
million average salary 
that is the highest in Major 
League Baseball history. 
The Diamondbacks beat 
out National League West 
rivals Los Angeles and San 
Francisco to sign the ma- 


change. Woods used to 
speak without giving much 
information. Now he has no 


information, and it seemed 
to speak volumes. 

He doesn’t know when 
his back, which has had 
three procedures in the 
same spot over 18 months, 
will get better. He doesn't 
know when he can start 
doing any exercise be¬ 
yond walking. He doesn't 
know when he can play. 
What was rare about his 
news conference last Tues¬ 
day was his willingness to 
look back instead of for¬ 
ward. He said it has been 


jor league ERA leader and 
runner-up for the NL Cy 
Young Award, who helped 
the Dodgers win their third 
straight division title this 
year. “Zack fills the frontline 
starter need we’ve been 
exploring for a while,” Dia¬ 
mondbacks general man¬ 
ager Dave Stewart said in 
a statement. “Zack will be 
a tremendous influence on 
our young starters.” 


a great career no matter 
what happens the rest of 
the way. The public and 


his peers can debate his 
place in history with 79 wins 
on the PGA Tour, 14 majors 
and a combined 13 years 
at No. 1 in the world. And 
anything else. Woods said, 
“will be gravy.” 

That explains why so many 
stories read like golfing 
obituaries. But there was 
no visible indication from 
Woods during a week 
in the Bahamas that this 
was the end. Subdued in 
his news conference, he 
was relaxed the rest of the 


Greinke signed a $147 mil¬ 
lion, six-year deal with the 
Dodgers in December 
2012 that included an opt- 
out clause. He will wind up 
earning $282.5 million over 
nine seasons. His average 
tops the previous mark of 
$31 million set last week 
when left-hand pitcher Da¬ 
vid Price agreed to a $217 
million, seven-year con¬ 
tract with Boston. □ 


week. Woods mingled dur¬ 
ing a Thursday night party 
called “India Night,” shar¬ 
ing laughs and stories. Dif¬ 
ferent about this night is 
that after about 10 min¬ 
utes of standing, he quietly 
retreated to a bench to 
carry on the conversation 
while sitting. And when 
he got back up. Woods 
arched his back in a long, 
slow motion. 

So yes, this will be a tedious 
recovery — if if ever gets 
started. And in the mean¬ 
time, there will be a void 
to fill for those yearning for 
answers. Will he ever win 
again? Will he ever play 
again? And the way he re¬ 
flected on his career, does 
he even care if he plays 
again? “He was, it seemed 
to me, invincible for the 
longest time,” Haas said. 
“And I would say he was 
so that way that I wouldn’t 
put it past him to come 
back and be extremely 
good again. I don’t know 
that he’ll ever be where he 
was because he was so far 
ahead of everyone else. 
Buf he may be No. 1 again. 
If wouldn't shock anyone, I 
don’t think." 

The most fun Woods had all 
year on the golf course was 
the Wyndham Champion¬ 
ship, where he was two 
shots behind going into the 
final round. He closed with 
a 70, wound up four shots 
back and tied for lOfh. 

If or when his health im¬ 
proves, that could be a 
seminal moment. 

Woods brought out re¬ 
cord crowds in Greens¬ 
boro, North Carolina, and 
it served two purposes — 
what he did for fhe fourna- 
menf, and what the tour¬ 


nament did for him. If was 
a wholesome reminder 
of his sfardom, and it was 
needed after the worst two 
seasons of his career. And 
he surely paid affenfion fo 
the winner, Davis Love III, a 
51-year-old who found a 
way to win after significant 
surgeries to his ankle and 
neck. 

Woods made it clear that 
he wants to keep playing, 
provided his health coop¬ 
erates. 

“I’m far from being done,” 
he said in fhe broadcast 
booth during the final 
round. “But I have to be 
patient, which I'm not very 
good at when it comes to 
that side of it." 

The real challenge will be 
his ability to be honest with 
the state of his back, his 
game and the competi¬ 
tion. 

Woods said 10 years ago 
in the parking lot at Doral 
that “I'll definitely quit the 
game earlier than people 
think.” In today’s context, 
it's eerie. Then again, most 
golfers approaching the 
prime of their careers think 
they will always have more 
control than they really do. 
More interesting that day 
was Woods saying there 
would be no reason for 
him to play if his best was 
not good enough. 

But how will he ever know? 
When do the very best 
athletes, particularly in 
a sport like golf, ever fhink 
they played their best? 
It's an endless pursuit until 
retirement becomes awk¬ 
ward. 

That's what Woods will 
have to figure out when he 
returns. 

If he returns. □ 


Greinke, Diamondbacks finalize $206.5M deal 



In this August 2015 photo. Tiger Woods reacts after missing 
a putt at the Wyndham Championship golf tournament in 
Greensboro, N.C. (AP Photo/Chuck Burton) 
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Cowboys top Redskins 19-16 on Bailey’s 54-yard field goal 


HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Pro Football Writer 
LANDOVER, Maryland (AP) 

— A fumbled punt return 
by Washington’s DeSean 
Jackson deep in his own 
territory led to Dallas’ only 
touchdown and helped 
the Cowboys to a 19-16 
win against the Redskins 
on Monday, tightening the 
mediocre NFC East confer¬ 
ence. 

Washington is tied with Phil¬ 
adelphia and the New York 
Giants on 5-7 records while 
the Cowboys are now only 
a game behind on 4-8 and 
in the thick of the playoff 
chase. 

With a wild finish capping 
an otherwise dull game 
filled with turnovers, punts 
and penalties, the Cow¬ 
boys won it through Dan 
Bailey’s 54-yard field goal 
with 9 seconds left. 

After sharing just 18 points 
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in the first 58 1/2 minutes, 
the teams combined for 17 
in the last 1 1/2. 

Dallas scored the game's 
first TD with 74 seconds re¬ 
maining to lead 16-9 after 
recovering Jackson’s fum¬ 
ble on an ill-advised return. 
He caught the ball at the 
16-yard line, got past the 20 
but then reversed course 
and ran back to the 1. 

As he began a second ad¬ 
vance he was surrounded 
and the ball popped out 
and was recovered by 
Dallas punter Chris Jones 
at the 15 with only 86 sec¬ 
onds left. 

After the subsequent 
touchdown, Washington 
had time to tie it when 
Jackson made a 28-yard 
TD catch, but then Bailey 
hit the go-ahead kick. 

The Cowboys won for the 
first time this season without 
Tony Romo at quarterback, 
and his replacement Matt 



Dallas Cowboys kicker Dan Bailey (5) celebrates with his teammates after kicking the game-win¬ 
ning field goal during the second half of an NFL football game against the Washington Redskins in 
Landover, Md., Monday, Dec. 7, 2015. The Cowboy defeated the Redskins 19-16. 

(AP Photo/Alex Brandon) 

Cassel — who had been son — led Dallas 20 yards set up Bailey’s fourth field 
0-4 when starting this sea- up the field on five plays to goal of the game.Q 


Boxing champ Fury reported for ‘hate crime’ to police 


MANCHESTER, England (AP) — New 

world heavyweight champion Tyson 
Fury is the subject of a police investi¬ 
gation following the outspoken box¬ 
er's comments about homosexuality 
that have been heavily criticized in 
Britain. 

Greater Manchester Police say on 


Tuesday they have received a report 
of a “hate crime” regarding Fury’s 
comments, which were published 
in a newspaper interview before his 
victory over Wladimir Klitschko in a 
heavyweight title fight on Nov. 28. 
Fury, who is fiercely religious, said that 
among the things that need to hap¬ 


pen “before the devil comes home ... 
is homosexuality being legal in coun¬ 
tries.” Such is the consternation in Brit¬ 
ain about the remarks that more than 
100,000 people have signed a petition 
calling for Fury to be removed from 
the shortlist for the BBC’s sports per¬ 
sonality of the year award. □ 
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Tech Talk: 


Apple Maps, once a laughingstock, now dominates iPhones 


ANICK JESDANUN 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Apple 
Maps quickly became the 
butt of jokes when it de¬ 
buted in 2012. It overlooked 
many towns and business¬ 
es and misplaced famous 
landmarks. It marked New 
York’s Madison Square Gar¬ 
den arena as park space 
because of the word “Gar¬ 
den." The service was a 
rare blunder for a compa¬ 
ny known for simple, easy- 
to-use products. 

It’s a different story three 
years later. 

Apple fixed errors as users 
submitted them. It quietly 
bought several mapping 
companies, mostly for their 
engineers and other talent. 
This fall, it added transit di¬ 
rections for several major 
cities, narrowing a major 
gap with Google. Apple 
Maps is now used more 
widely than Google Maps 
on iPhones. 

“They really did a great 
job in a short amount of 
time,” said Alex Macken- 
zie-Torres, a former Google 
Maps manager who's now 
with competing transit app 
Moovit. “Apple has some¬ 
thing that few companies 
have — simplicity in design 
mixed with high doses of 
pragmatism and practical¬ 
ity.” 

Apple’s significant invest¬ 
ment in fixing Maps under¬ 
scores how important maps 
and related services are to 
tech companies. Location 
is key to helping phone 
users find restaurants and 
shops, discover things to do 
and just get around. It's also 
big business, as app makers 
tap into the core mapping 
functions of phones to di¬ 
rect people in helpful ways 
and sometimes offer them 
bargains based on where 
they're standing. 

The quick turnaround also 


demonstrates how easily 
companies like Apple can 
steer people to their own 
services. Google Maps and 
various third-party apps of¬ 
fer many features that Ap¬ 
ple Maps lacks, yet Apple 


cleverly turned user inertia 
to its advantage. Many 
people use Apple Maps just 
because it comes with the 
phone. Even if you’ve tak¬ 
en the trouble to download 
a competing app, other 
iPhone services such as Siri 
and Mail will invariably take 
you to Apple Maps. 

Without the ability to steer 
users this way, Apple 
“would not be in the posi¬ 
tion they are in," IDC ana¬ 
lyst John Jackson said. “Not 
that they aren’t improving 
the experience, but this 
helps the cause.” 

Apple says its mapping ser¬ 
vice is now used more than 
three times as often as its 
next leading competitor 


on iPhones and iPads, with 
more than 5 billion map-re¬ 
lated requests each week. 
Research firm comScore 
says Apple has a mod¬ 
est lead over Google on 
iPhones in the U.S., though 


comScore measures how 
many people use a service 
in a given month rather 
than how often. 

Google still dominates 
among all U.S. smart¬ 
phones, though, in part 
because Apple Maps isn’t 
available on Google's An¬ 
droid system, which is more 
prevalent than iPhones. 
In October, Google Maps 
had more than twice as 
many smartphone users as 
Apple Maps. Much like Ap¬ 
ple, Google benefits as the 
default on Android. 

For years, Google provid¬ 
ed the default mapping 
service on iPhones. That 
changed as more people 
relied on turn-by-turn voice 


navigation with automatic 
rerouting, a feature Google 
offered only on Android. 
Apple built its own service 
from scratch and knocked 
Google Maps off the 
iPhone’s home screen. 


Google's initial forays into 
voice navigation in 2009 
had problems, too, includ¬ 
ing directing motorists to 
left turns at no-turn intersec¬ 
tions. But by 2012, Google 
Maps had improved signifi¬ 
cantly. By then, more peo¬ 
ple knew how a mapping 
service ought to work — 
and Apple's new offering 
fell short. 

“I heard so many different 
horror stories that I was al¬ 
most hesitant to try it,” said 
Rick Ostopowicz, an iPhone 
owner in Catonsville, Mary¬ 
land. “I remember once, it 
was taking me on a road 
that no longer existed.” 
CEO Tim Cook apologized 
and promised that Apple 


would “keep working non¬ 
stop” to deliver the best ex¬ 
perience possible. Without 
much fanfare, the service 
gradually improved. 

“We are fast learners and 
we are fast at fixing things,” 
said Greg “Joz” Joswiak, an 
Apple vice president who 
oversees product market¬ 
ing for iPhones and related 
services. “We learned the 
maps business incredibly 
fast." 

Apple now gets data from 
more than 3,000 sources 
for business listings, traffic 
and other information. In 
adding transit, Apple sent 
teams to map out sub¬ 
way entrances and signs. 
That results in more precise 
walking directions, as sta¬ 
tions can stretch for blocks 
and the center point used 
by some services isn’t nec¬ 
essarily the closest. Apple 
also started sending out ve¬ 
hicles with sensors to map 
roads, similar to Google’s 
longstanding practice. 

By making Maps a core 
iPhone feature, Apple 
made it easier for out¬ 
side developers to include 
mapping features in their 
apps. When you go to Yelp, 
you can find directions to 
a business with one tap. 
When you go to the Star- 
bucks app, you can see all 
the nearby stores. 

On the flip side, the iPhone’s 
Siri voice assistant leads di¬ 
rection requests straight to 
Apple Maps, as does tap¬ 
ping on an address in Mail 
and other apps. With that 
integration, users like Osto¬ 
powicz no longer hesitate. 
The default behavior isn't 
just a competitive advan¬ 
tage for Apple; it's a con¬ 
venience for many users. 
But default settings mean 
nothing if the experience 
isn’t good — as it most defi¬ 
nitely wasn’t three years 
agoO 



The Apple Maps app is displayed on an Apple Watch during an event in San Francisco. Apple 
Maps quickly became the butt of jokes when it debuted in 2012. After Apple fixed errors as users 
submitted them, Apple Maps is now used more widely than Google Maps on iPhones. 

(AP Photo/Eric Risberg) 
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China weakness sinks materials stocks; oil falls 


BERNARD CONDON 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — US. 

stocks fell for a second day 
on Tuesday following a 
wave of selling abroad on 
fears that a slump in com¬ 
modity prices was far from 
over. 

The selling began in Asia on 
disappointing trade figures 
from China, then spread 
to Europe where stock in¬ 
dexes in Germany, France 
and Britain each dropped 


lier. 

The S&P 500 gave up 13.48 
points, or 0.7 percent, to 
2,063.59. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite slipped 3.6 points, or 
0.1 percent, to 5,098.24. 

In Asia, Chinese customs 
data showed exports from 
the world’s second-larg¬ 
est economy contracted 
6.8 percent in Novem¬ 
ber, worse than October's 
3.6 percent fall. Imports 
dropped 8.7 percent. 
Mining stocks in particular 


$2.05 a pound. It is down 29 
percent this year. 

Among other stocks mak¬ 
ing big moves: 

— Outerwall plunged 
$14.02, or 24 percent, to 
$44.04 after lowering its 
earnings forecast and an¬ 
nouncing that the head 
of its movie-kiosk division, 
Redbox, was leaving as 
rentals fall. 

— Chipotle Mexican Grill 
fell $9.51, or 1.7 percent, 
to $542.24 on reports that 



Traders Fred DeMarco, left, and Greg Mulligan work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 
U.S. stocks fell for a second day on Tuesday following a wave of selling abroad on fears that a 
slump in commodity prices was far from over. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


more than 1 percent. In the 
U.S., stocks fell sharply in the 
morning, but later made 
back much of the losses. 
Still, the selling was broad, 
with nine of the 10 sectors 
of the Standard and Poor's 
500 index closing down. 
Suppliers of raw materials 
fell the most, down 1.9 per¬ 
cent. Energy companies 
dropped 1.5 percent. 

A big focus for investors — 
oil — slid again. After drop¬ 
ping for 1 1/2 years, U.S. 
benchmark crude costs 
just $37.51 a barrel, near a 
seven-year low. 

“The energy sector has 
done a good job grappling 
with mid-$40 oil, but it’s 
tougher as you go under 
$40,” said Doug Cote, chief 
market strategist at Voya 
Investment Management. 
“The energy sector is hav¬ 
ing trouble adapting." 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average lost 162.51 points, 
or 0.9 percent, to 17,568. It 
was down 245 points ear¬ 


were slammed because 
China is a major importer 
of raw materials, account¬ 
ing for as much as 50 per¬ 
cent of global demand, 
according to consultants 
PwC. Freeport-McMoRan 
slumped 49 cents, or 7 per¬ 
cent, to $6.74. It’s down 71 
percent this year. 

John Manley, chief stock 
strategist at Wells Fargo 
Funds, said raw material 
suppliers ramped up pro¬ 
duction too much a few 
years ago as China stoked 
its economy after the glob¬ 
al financial crisis. 

“It surprised producers that 
China was soaking up so 
much,” Manley said. “As 
China slows, and shifts to 
more consumer growth, 
these producers have 
been hit.” 

Iron ore, off 43 percent 
since the start of 2015, fell 
again Tuesday, shedding 
15 cents to close at $39.25 a 
metric ton. Copper inched 
up less than a penny to 


80 Boston College students 
were sickened after eat¬ 
ing at one of the compa¬ 
ny’s restaurants. The stock 
is down 21 percent so far 
in 2015 as the food chain 
struggles with the fallout 
from an E. coli outbreak 
linked to its restaurants. The 
company said it believes 
the Boston College cases 
are due to the norovirus, 
not E. coli. 

— Norfolk Southern fell 
$5.20, or 5.7 percent, to 
$86.32 after rejecting Ca¬ 
nadian Pacific’s latest take¬ 
over offer. Norfolk Southern 
has said it doubts regulators 
would approve the merger 
anyway. Canadian Pacific 
fell $4.35, or 3.3 percent, to 
$126.13. 

U.S. government bond pric¬ 
es were flat. The yield on the 
10-year Treasury note held 
steady at 2.23 percent. The 
euro edged up to $1.0897 
from $1.0843 late Monday. 
The dollar fell to 123.02 yen 
from 123.33 yen.Q 



Mining sector in turmoil; Anglo 
American shedding 85,000 jobs 

DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — The decision by a London-based min¬ 
ing company to shed 85,000 jobs is the sign of a global 
industry in crisis, with conglomerates reassessing their 
huge operations to cope with a drop in demand from 
Chinese factories for metals and other raw materials. 
Anglo American said Tuesday it will shed some 63 per¬ 
cent of its workforce in a radical restructuring meant 
to cope with tumbling commodity prices. It will stream¬ 
line its global business from some 55 mines to around 
20 . 

CEO Mark Cutifani said the drop in commodity prices 
requires “bolder action,” even though the company 
has delivered on performance and previous busi¬ 
ness restructuring objectives. He pledged to provide 
more details later. 

The dividend was suspended for the second half of 
2015 and 2016. Investors reacted with dismay. The 
company’s share price fell 11 percent to 327.30 pence. 
Mining companies around the world are facing tough 
times as economic growth slows in China, whose 
manufacturers' need for raw materials has driven a 
years-long boom in mining in countries like Australia 
and Brazil. 

China accounts for as much as 40 percent to 50 per¬ 
cent of global commodity demand, according to 
consultants PwC. Its economic growth is forecast to 
drop below 7 percent a year from double digits in re¬ 
cent years — and commodity prices are tracking it 
lower. 

“Mining companies are feeling the wrath of the col¬ 
lapse in commodity prices," said Gianna Bern, who 
teaches finance at the University of Notre Dame in In¬ 
diana and expects others across the industry to also 
either cut or suspend their dividends to cope. “Com¬ 
panies are weathering some very tough economic 
times." 

The price of copper has dropped about 30 percent 
in the past year; gold 11 percent; iron ore has about 
halved. Companies have focused on cutting costs 
and reducing capital spending, but market values 
have continued to decline among the top 40 com¬ 
panies — losing some $156 billion or 16 percent of their 
combined market value in 2014, PwC said. 

“With few exceptions, the commodity price outlook 
remains dim, forcing miners to keep up their guard,” 
PwC said in its report. “As the old saying goes, survival 
will be of the fittest, and for miners also the leanest." 
Just as first there was a big boom in commodities, now 
there’s an equally big bust, said Julian Jessop, the 
chief global economist at Capital Economics. 

“I think the pendulum has swung too far to pessimism 
but as long as you have pessimism, you’re going to 
get these big cuts.” 

Anglo American is not alone. Shares in Glencore slid 
about 30 percent in one day in September amid con¬ 
cerns over its ability to service sky-high debts at a time 
of low market prices. Glencore shares have since sta¬ 
bilized as the company announced the sale of sev¬ 
eral mines, but they were down another 9 percent on 
Tuesday. Rival BHP Billiton fell 6 percent and Antofa¬ 
gasta 5 percent. 

But Anglo American is different from others in that two 
commodities in its portfolio — diamonds and platinum 
— are labor intensive to extract, said Kieron Hodgson, 
a mining analyst at Panmure Gordon & Co. The com¬ 
pany said it provides some 40 percent of the world’s 
newly mined platinum from South Africa and Zimba¬ 
bwe. □ 
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Chipotle shares fall amid new E. coli scare, sales issues 


NEW YORK (AP) — Chipo- 
tle's stock edged lower in 
midday trading Tuesday 
as the Mexican food chain 
continues to deal with 
fallout from an E. coli out¬ 
break and contends with 
weakening sales. 

A national outbreak of 
E. coli has been linked 
to Denver-based Chipo¬ 
tle, which has said that it 
is adopting stricter food 


safety standards. On Mon¬ 
day 30 Boston College stu¬ 
dents, including at least 
eight members of the 
men’s basketball team, 
complained of gastrointes¬ 
tinal symptoms after eating 
at a Chipotle restaurant. 
On Tuesday, Boston Col¬ 
lege raised its estimate to 
80. 

Chipotle Mexican Grill Inc. 
closed the restaurant in 


Boston’s Cleveland Circle 
and said it thinks the ill¬ 
nesses are the result of an 
isolated incident of noro- 
virus, not a multi-state out¬ 
break of E. coli linked to its 
restaurants. That outbreak 
has sickened 52 people in 
nine states, with the most 
recent illness starting on 
November 13. 

The university says all stu¬ 
dents who reported symp¬ 


toms have been tested for 
both E. Coli and norovirus, 
and that results will not be 
available for at least two 
days. Aside from the E. coli 
troubles, Chipotle Mexican 
Grill Inc. has been experi¬ 
encing a slowdown in its 
sales. Chipotle executives 
previously said that the 
chain’s same-store sales 
growth would be more 
modest this year, as it’s up 


against a tough year-ago 
comparison. The company 
is also raising prices to con¬ 
sumers to offset the higher 
cost of beef. 

Shares of Chipotle fell 
$8.75, or 1.6 percent, to 
$543 in afternoon trading 
Tuesday. Its shares have 
fallen about 28 percent 
from their all-time high 
of $758.61 achieved in 
AugustO 


FAA approval near, Honda’s business jet about to hit market 


EMERY P. DALESIO 
AP Business Writer 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Near¬ 
ly 30 years after Honda’s 
founder started develop¬ 
ing the product and after 
more than a dozen years of 
testing, the company best 
known for its cars and mo¬ 
torcycles is about to start 
delivering its first aircraft. 
The Japan-based compa¬ 
ny this week is expected to 
receive a crucial Federal 
Aviation Administration 
certification of its first Hon- 
daJet, the last step before 
launching full production 
from its manufacturing 
hub and headquarters in 
Greensboro, North Caroli¬ 
na, where it employs more 
than 1,000. A company an¬ 
nouncement is expected 
Wednesday. 

The business jet, which can 
seat up to seven and lists 
for about $4.5 million, will 
be reaching customers 
at least five years behind 
schedule. Honda says it 
has received more than 
100 orders, primarily from 
customers in North Ameri¬ 
ca and Europe. 

Michael Whalen, a hospi¬ 
tality industry executive, 
says he placed a deposit 
for a HondaJet in 2007 to 


replace his slower, propel¬ 
ler-driven King Air. Whalen 
is founder and CEO of a 
company that runs hotels 
and restaurants in a half 
dozen Midwestern states 
from Moline, Illinois, a city 
with few direct flights. Now 
his Heart of America Group 
is expanding into Wyo¬ 
ming, Colorado and Texas. 
“In the last year or so it 
certainly would have 
been coming in handy, so 
I've been inquiring quite 
regularly as to when they 
thought it was coming,” 
said Whalen, who now ex¬ 
pects delivery in March. 
HondaJet’s model HA- 
420 is expected to be the 
first in a line of Honda air¬ 
craft. That could make the 
quality-conscious, price- 
competitive company a 
player in aviation since 
“anywhere Honda gets 
into, they tend to grab a 
significant market share 
fairly quickly,” said Wayne 
Plucker, who heads aero¬ 
space industry research 
at the consulting firm Frost 
& Sullivan. Honda touts its 
plane as lighter, faster and 
more fuel-efficient than 
competitors that include 
U.S.-based Cessna and 
Embraer of Brazil. 


Just as Honda did when 
it introduced its cars into 
North America decades 
ago, its aircraft subsidiary 


vies, who covers the busi¬ 
ness aviation industry for 
the London-based online 
publication Corporate Jet 


be small-cabin aircraft like 
the HondaJet, and about 
60 percent of the demand 
in the next five years will 


The HondaJet arrives at Tokyo's Haneda airport. Nearly 30 years after development began, 
and after more than a dozen years of testing, Honda, a company best known for its cars and 
motorcycles, is about to start delivering its first aircraft: a HondaJet. 


has stayed low-key, care¬ 
ful and methodical for an 
industry that tends toward 
hoopla and splashy sales 
announcements at air 
shows, Plucker said. 

The HondaJet reaches the 
market after sales of similar 
light jets have struggled to 
rebound from the global 
financial crisis, Alud Da¬ 


Investor, wrote in an email. 
Up to 9,200 new busi¬ 
ness jets worth $270 billion 
will be delivered world¬ 
wide in the next decade, 
according to Honeywell 
International, which pro¬ 
duces aerospace com¬ 
ponents and an annual 
industry forecast. About a 
quarter of those sales will 


(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko) 

be in North America, the 
report said. Entering the 
aviation market was a goal 
of founder Soichiro Honda, 
and HondaJet's devel¬ 
opment began several 
years before his death in 
1991. Honda sent engineer 
Michimasa Fujino to the 
United States to design an 
experimental aircraftO 



Regulators move to stop Staples’ deal with Office Depot 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Fed¬ 
eral Trade Commission said 
this week that it is seeking to 
block the proposed com¬ 
bination of Staples and Of¬ 
fice Depot because the 
deal would reduce com¬ 
petition in the office sup¬ 
plies market. The compa¬ 
nies said they plan to fight 
to preserve the deal. 


Shares of the two of¬ 
fice supply retailers fell 
sharply. 

The FTC said corporations 
rely on Staples and Of¬ 
fice Depot to buy pens, 
paper clips and other sup¬ 
plies at low prices. A deal 
between Staples and Of¬ 
fice Depot would cut com¬ 
petition and lead to higher 


prices, the FTC said. The 
decision comes 10 months 
after Staples offered to buy 
rival Office Depot for $6.3 
billion. 

Staples and Office De¬ 
pot said they plan to show 
that the FTC’s decision is 
based on “a flawed analy¬ 
sis and misunderstanding” 
of the competitive land¬ 


scape the companies deal 
with. 

The pair argue that com¬ 
petition has become 
even tougher since Of¬ 
fice Depot and OfficeMax 
merged in 2013 and that 
the FTC is contradicting 
itself because it said that 
the office supply market 
was highly competitive 


two years ago. 

Office Depot Chairman 
and CEO Roland Smith 
said Staples and Of¬ 
fice Depot plan to pursue 
legal options in order to 
complete the deal. 

Staples is based in Fram¬ 
ingham, Massachusetts, 
while Office Depot is based 
in Boca Raton, Florida. □ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 12 /° 9 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Frequently 
6 Eve’s man 
10 Lion’s neck hair 

14 On one’s own 

15 Evans or 
Robertson 

16 Skunk’s 
defense 

17 _firma; dry 

land 

18 Leave out 

19 Hideaway 

20 Elected officials 
22 Go by, as time 

24 Trait transmitter 

25 Lifted up 

26 Sign of 
affection 

29 Deserves 

30 dos, tres... 

31 _on; reveals 

the offenses of 

33 J. Paul or 
Estelle 
37 Celebrity 
39 Cup-shaped 
flower 

41 As _ as a boil 

42 Yearned 

44 Happen again 

46 Habit wearer 

47 Compare 
49 Joshes with 
51 _ around; 

commanded 

54 Gigantic 

55 Bawl out 

56 Go different 
ways 

60 “Woe is me!” 

61 Family member 

63 Leg bone 

64 Create 

65 Jimmy Carter's 
middle name 

66 Sagas 

67 Chopping tools 

68 Charles and 
Romano 

69 Give a heads- 
up to 

DOWN 

1 Dobbin’s dinner 

2 Escape 

3 Feeling mixed 
emotions 


4 Infuriate 

5 Most orderly 

6 Venerate 

7 Aswan and 
Hoover 

8 Heavyweight 
Muhammad _ 

9 Shooting star 

10 Ingredient in 
baked beans 

11 Alter to fit 

12 Racket 

13 Miscalculated 
21 Beginning 

23 “So 

casual farewell 

25 _ training; 
boot camp 

26 Part of a tooth 

27 “Nay” voter 

28 Reddish horse 

29 Actress Burstyn 
32 Enticed 

34 Truck scale 
divisions 

35 _-blue; loyal 

36 Strong desires 
38 Sets free 

40 _ with; 
tolerate 


43 Soil 
45 Boat race 
48 Big enough 
fish 

50 Antenna 

51 2012 winner 

52 Kick back 

53 Male duck 

54 Gets well 


56 Agile 

57 Qualified 

58 Layer of a 
wedding cake 

59 “Krakatoa, _ 
of Java”; film 
for Maximilian 
Schell 

62 Motorists’ assn. 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Jones 

Tel. 587-9787 



All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms). 
Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets. Less than 1 mile from 
Eagle Beach & 4 Large Supermarkets. Feel Free to contact or visit us. Mon-Fri: 
8am - 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9am - 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697 
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095 (toll free) 

Calls from The Nederlands: 085-009-0218 (toll free) 
Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Email: qualitv@setarnet.aw 

_ Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com _ 



Blue 331 (resale) 









This brand new luxury 3 
bedroom, 3 bathroom condo 
in the gated community across 
the ocean, has a kitchen with 
granite counter top, and all 
stainless steel appliances. 

This nice condominium comes 
with washer/dryer, built-in 
closets in the bedrooms, and 3 
bathrooms. Blue Residences is 
located on one of the island's 
main beach boulevards, across 
the street from the beach. 


Gntuf^i 

Aruba Real Estate 

Independently Owned and Operated 


US $ 779.00C 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 



For ADVERTISEMENTS in our Newspaper 


aviso@bondia.com 


T#DAY B#NPIA 


How to reach us! 



Direction: Weststraat #22 | Phone: 582-7800 
email for advertisement: aviso@bondia.com 


Time Share Resale 
La Cabana BRC 

Studio Week 49 4th Floor overlook 
Eagle Beach 

Friday check in ,Price :$4500 
Divi Links (Golf) 

Studio week 48,49, 50 , 

Ground Floor walk to Pool, 
Saturday Check in .Price :$6500 
each 

More Info Call:(297) 630-1307 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 



Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

• 3 BEDRM ov $29K 

• Plat. Plus NY 52 ov $54K 


PLATINUM Season 

Oceanview $16K 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27,500 
3 BEDRM OV $29K 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 OV 
$46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV $54K 

GOLD Season 
Oceanside $9900 
Oceanview $9K 
Oceanfront $14,500 
3 BEDRM OV $17K 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 
2B Ocean view $9K 
2B Oceanfront $14500 
IB Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B oceanview $18500 
2B Oceanfront $29K 
IB Oceanview $11500 
**Destination points 
available between $7.5 and 
$9. per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL 
or RENT any timeshare 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-6293 Ext 111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 

Week room price 
wk38 room 529 $4,750 
wk40 room 336 $3,750 
wk40 room 105 $5,000 
wk42 room 338 $4,000 
wk 43 room 329 $3,250 
wk49 room 144 $5,500 
wk49 room 571 $3,750 
wk48 room 517 $3,750 
wk 48 or 49 room 119 $4,750 
wk 48 or 49 room 551 $5,500 
wk 49 or 50 room 203 $5,500 
wk 21 or 22 room 347 $4,000 
wk51 room 347 $12,500 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 


GOLD COAST PROPERTY 
For Sale 

1 Towhouse 
1 Apartment 
Sunset Residences 
1 apartment for sale 
For info call 594-1496 

204195 

Time -Share for sale 
Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Ocean Views 

wk 48 room 2517-$3,750 
wk 49 room 2571 $3,750 
one bedroom cooking facilities 
Newly renovated rooms and 
pool area. Daily maid service. 
Two private island beaches. 
Contact Brian Cell:593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

204196 

Time share Resale. 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

1 Bedroom O.V. Price :$7000 

1 Bedroom O.F. Price :$8500 

2 Bedroom O.V. Price : $9000 
2 Bedroom O.F. Price : $14500 
More Info Call :(297) 630-1307 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 


Time Share Resale. 

Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

3x 2 Bedr O.S. Price :$9500 each 
2 Bedr O.V. Price :$9000 
2 Bedr O.F. Price :$14500 

2 Bedr G.V. Price :$8500 

3 Bedr O.V. Price :$17000 
More Info 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 


For Rent 

Aruba Breeze Condominium 

Special price 2 bedroom 
$128-$143 per night 
pis call 732-2788 
info@arubabreeze.com 

204197 


EMERGENCIA 


POLICE 100 


ORANJESTAD 527-3140 

NOORD 527-3200 

STA. CRUZ 527-2900 

SAN NICOLAS 584-5000 
POLICE TIPLINE 11141 

FIRE DEPT. 115 

FIRE DEPT. 582-1108 

HOSPITAL 527-4000 

DENTAL CLINIC 587-9850 

AMBULANCE 582-1234 

CENTRO MEDICO 523-8833 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Paradera Tel: 588-6638 

San Nicolas: San Nicolas Tel: 584-5/12 


INFORMATION 
TAXI-TAS 
PROF. TAXI 
TAXI D.T.S. 
SERVICE ARUBA 
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587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 
583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


S 
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December 9 

Aruba Aiport 

Monarch 

524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Aruba Airlines 

583-8300 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Surinam 

582-7896 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


Aruba Foundation 

For those Visually Incapasitated 

Tel: 582-5051 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Te_h 583 - 2999 _ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh_5_82-44_33 _ 

Centro Diabetic Arubano 
Tel: 524-8888 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

QUOTA Club 

Tel: 525-2672 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Scientists enlist big gun for climate action: Faith 


UN: malaria cases 
drop but progress 
in Africa is slower 

MARIA CHENG 
AP Medical Writer 
LONDON (AP) — The 

number of malaria cases 
worldwide has dropped 
in recent years but the 
countries with the biggest 
outbreaks have made the 
least progress, according 
to a new report Tuesday by 
the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion. 

The vast majority of ma¬ 
laria cases and deaths are 
in Africa, where countries 
have achieved “slower- 
than-average declines” 
of about 32 percent in 
the last 15 years, the 
U.N. health agency said. 
Elsewhere, cases have 
dropped by about half. 
Malaria is a mosquito- 
borne parasitic disease 
that mostly strikes children 
under 5. 

WHO estimated there were 
about 214 million cases 
of malaria and 438,000 
deaths this year but those 
estimates are based 
mostly on modeling. The 
U.N. health agency said 
data is so bad for 31 coun¬ 
tries in Africa — including 
those believed to have the 
worst outbreaks — that it 
couldn’t tell if cases have 
been rising or falling in the 
last 15 years. 

WHO is hoping to wipe out 
malaria by 2040 despite 
not having an effective 
vaccine for it and increas¬ 
ing resistance problems 
to both drugs and insecti¬ 
cides used to kill mosqui¬ 
toes. 

The world’s first malaria 
vaccine was recommend¬ 
ed for approval this year, 
but it only protects about 
one-third of children and 
multiple doses are re¬ 
quired. WHO has recom¬ 
mended that more studies 
be done before deciding 
how countries should use 
it.Q 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
PARIS (AP) — The cold 
hard numbers of sci¬ 
ence haven’t spurred the 
world to curb runaway 
global warming. So as cli¬ 
mate negotiators struggle 
in Paris, some scientists 
who appealed to the ra¬ 
tional brain are enlisting 
what many would con¬ 
sider a higher power: the 
majesty of faith. 

It's not God versus sci¬ 
ence, but followers of God 
and science together try¬ 
ing to save humanity and 
the planet, they say. 
Physicist John Schellnhu- 
ber, founder of the Pots¬ 
dam Institute for Climate 
Impact Research in Ger¬ 
many, said he has been 
coming to these interna¬ 
tional talks for 11 years 
and essentially seen ne¬ 
gotiators throw up their 
hands and say “sorry guys 
we tried our best.” And 
no one protested. But 
this time, with the power 
of Pope Francis’ encycli¬ 
cal earlier this year calling 
global warming a moral 
issue and an even more 
energized interfaith com¬ 
munity, Schellnhuber feels 
the world’s faithful are 
watching and will hold 
world leaders account¬ 
able. 

“They know they will be 
measured against the en¬ 
cyclical,” Schellnhuber, a 
member of the Vatican’s 
Pontifical Academy of Sci¬ 
ences, said Saturday at a 
Catholic Church event. 
Ever the scientist, Schelln¬ 
huber said on Saturday 
he hadn't seen any evi¬ 
dence yet during the first 
week of negotiations that 
this will happen, but he 
has faith it will. 

In the first five days of cli¬ 
mate negotiations, in¬ 
terfaith activists came, 
fasted, talked to media, 
buttonholed leaders and 


prayed. On Saturday night 
in a downtown Paris cha¬ 
pel, hundreds of people, 
many of them prostrated 
on the ground, sang and 
prayed for the climate ne- 


30 years or so it's not been 
that successful in achiev¬ 
ing its goals,” Joe Ware of 
Christian Aid wrote in an 
email from the Paris talks. 
“Increasingly it has looked 


He was presenting a pa¬ 
per on glacier melt to the 
scientists at the pontifical 
academy. It was aca¬ 
demic and laid out the 
conclusions in cold hard 



Brother Alois addresses people at an interfaith service for world leaders to curb global warming 
during a multi-lingual service at Church St Ignatius in Paris, France. As climate negotiators 
struggle in Paris, some scientists who appealed to the rationale brain are enlisting what many 


would consider a higher power: the majesty of faith. 

gotiators and mostly for to faith groups for help 


the world. 

Faith “is much deeper" 
than science, said Caro¬ 
line Bader of the Gene¬ 
va-based Lutheran World 
Federation. 

And so are their numbers. 
Bader said interfaith lead¬ 
ers recently handed top 
United Nations negotia¬ 
tors a petition with 1.8 mil¬ 
lion signatures begging for 
meaningful climate ac¬ 
tion. Such action was also 
sought by Brother Alois 
Taize, a Catholic member 
of the ecumenical mon¬ 
astery, as he was preach¬ 
ing at the song-laden ser¬ 
vice about how the faith¬ 
ful and the world have to 
open their eyes to solu¬ 
tions to global warming. 
“The environment move¬ 
ment, which has primarily 
been a secular one, has 
realized that over the last 


in mobilizing a broader 
movement of people call¬ 
ing for action on climate 
change. They are actu¬ 
ally natural allies as almost 
all faiths have a theology 
of creation care at their 
heart.” 

Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography scientist 
Veerabhadran Ramana- 
than, a non-Catholic who 
advised Pope Francis on 
climate and is on the pon¬ 
tiff’s science academy, 
says he thinks this new alli¬ 
ance will play a major role 
in what he hopes will be a 
historic agreement. 

But for Ramanathan, now 
a member of the Holy 
See’s delegation to the 
climate talks, it's more 
than scienceor history. 
About four years ago he 
had a moment that he 
called “a revelation." 


(Marie Renaux/Taize via AP) 

facts. But then the chan¬ 
cellor to the academy, a 
bishop, added one sen¬ 
tence to the end: “If we 
want justice and peace, 
we must protect the habi¬ 
tat that sustains us.” 

It was quickly agreed to 
and Ramanathan started 
to look at climate sci¬ 
ence not as an academic 
issue but an issue of justice, 
because those who are 
hurt the most by climate 
change are the world’s 
poorest 3 billion. He start¬ 
ed volunteering, working 
with the poor and exam¬ 
ining his own consumption 
habits, like how much he 
drives. 

Bishop Marcelo Sanchez 
Sorondo, chancellor of the 
Pontifical Academy of Sci¬ 
ences, said Pope Francis’ 
encyclical Laudato Si is 
less about ecology than 
morality and fairness.Q 



























PEOPLE & ARTS I * 29 


WEDNESDAY 9 DECEMBER 


Eagles of Death Metal members revisit Paris attack site 



A member of the band Eagles of Death Metal, Jesse Hughes pays his respects to 89 victims 
who died in a Nov. 13 attack, at the Bataclan concert hall in Paris, France, Tuesday, Dec. 8, 

2015. Members of the California rock band Eagles of Death Metal are back at the ravaged Paris 
theater where they survived a massacre by Islamic extremist suicide bombers. 

(AP Photo/Jacques Brinon) 

OLEG CETINIC PARIS (AP) — Members of Eagles of Death Metal on 

Associated Press the California rock band Tuesday revisited the rav¬ 


aged Paris theater where 
they survived a massacre 
by Islamic extremist suicide 
bombers. 

Solemn and silent, they 
came to the now-shuttered 
Bataclan theater in east¬ 
ern Paris, whose facade 
has become a shrine to 
the 89 people killed inside. 
Band members laid flowers 
at the site under a persis¬ 
tent December rain, some 
embracing as they stared 
at the wreaths, notes and 
banners heaped in mourn¬ 
ing and tribute. 

Singer Jesse Hughes cov¬ 
ered his face as he paced 
pack and forth. Drummer 
Julian Dorio wiped away 
tears. 

On that fateful Friday 
night, the band members 
dispersed to escape the 
carnage, one running up¬ 
stairs, others slipping out a 
side door. They all ended 
up at the police station. 
Drummer Julien Dorio said 
in an emotional interview 
with Vice and HBO that he 


“bailed off my stool" with 
the initial shots. 

“I saw two guys out front, 
and that might be the most 
awful thing ever, is them re¬ 
lentlessly shooting into the 
audience,” he said. 
Co-founder Hughes said in 
the interview that he wants 
the group to return to the 
Bataclan when the con¬ 
cert venue reopens. 

The band made a surprise 
return to Paris and per¬ 
formed with U2 on Monday 
night, their first onstage ap¬ 
pearance since the Nov. 
13 attacks that killed 130 
people overall in Paris. 

U2 were playing the last of 
four concerts in Paris, two 
of which had been post¬ 
poned when France an¬ 
nounced a state of emer¬ 
gency following the at¬ 
tacks. 

U2 frontman Bono told 
the audience they said 
he wanted to introduce 
“some people whose lives 
will forever be a part of this 
city of ParisO 





Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

jjso t f S U mutter ofprestige und cpiulity ... With the purchase of $ 20 _+^up^ present this ad 


With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arabian design. 

For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
arahibacigars@gmail. com 
www. arahibacigars .com 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 



































WEDNESDAY 9 DECEMBER 


SSIPEOPLE & ARTS 


g 



J.E 




BL®SS®MS 


Japanese and C hinwe keslauxjnL 


Lunch & Dinner 

Located in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 
in parking lot. 


. Ira us quin Boulevard. 77, (ex-Westin Hotel) Tel: 586-3388. 


Review: In ‘The Big Short,’ a bet against America pays off 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 

In Adam McKay’s comic 
and clear-eyed adaption 


of Michael Lewis’ “The Big 
Short,” a handful of finance 

speculators _ outsiders 

and oddballs_predict a 


■. : gK3Lm MEGAPLEX 8 

• EB Cinemas Y ■ 

t MX - m- ■ canbbeancinemas.com/aruba 

' % 5 .. 

.. 

n ■ 


lOO "Digital HD 


1 % . A 1 


NOW OPEN 1 
EXPERIENCE urctM. 

□ UR PREMIUM LARGE FORMAT AUDITORIUM 


DECEMBER 3 - 9 



JENNIFER UUVRENCE | JOSH HUTCHERSON 


THE HUNGER GAMES: 

MOCKING JAY 

PARTS 

MON-THURS 5:05 | 8:00 , 

FRI 5:05 | 8:00 | 10:55 ^ 
SAT 2:25 | 5:05 | 8:00 | 10:55 
SUN & HOL 2:25 | 5:05 | 8:00 


MIDNIGHT SHOW WEDNESDAY 

DECEMBER 16TH, 11:55 PM 


THE FORCE AWAKENS 

WART 



ADAM SCOTT | TONI COLLETTE 


1 &IAWUS 

IPG-131 

MON-THURS 5:05 I 7:20 I 9:35 
FRI 5:05 | 7:20 | 9:35 | 11:50 
SAT 2:50 I 5:05 | 7:20 | 9:35 | 11:50 
SUN & HOL 2:50 | 5:05 | 7:20 | 9:35 


MICHAEL B. JORDAN | SYLVESTER STALLONE TV DANIEL RADCUFF | JAMES MCAVOY 



V 


CREED 

WITH SPANISH SUBTITLES 


MON-THURS 3:55 I 6:20 I 9:10 
FRI 3:55 | 6:20 | 9:10 | 12:05 
SAT 3:30 | 6:20 | 9:10 112:05 
SUN & HOL 3:30 | 6:20 | 9:10 


(ik^wil! 

DUTCH VERSION 


|PG-ia| 


MON-FRI 4:40 | 6:55 
SAT 2:25 | 4:40 | 6:55 
SUN & HOL 2:25 | 4:40 | 6:55 



JEFFREY WRIGHT | FRANCES MCDORMAND 


PIXAR 

IUJ GOOD 
DINOSAUR 

WITH SPANISH SUBTITLES 
3D VERSION 

MON-FRI 4:50 | 7:05 ® 

SAT 2:35 | 4:50 | 7:05 
SUN & HOL 2:35 | 4:50 | 7:05 

2D VERSION 

MON-THURS 4:10 I 6:25 I 8:40 
FRI 4:10 | 6:25 | 8:40 | 10:55 
SAT 1:55 | 4:10 | 6:25 | 8:40 | 10:55 
SUN & HOL 1:55 | 4:10 | 6:25 | 8:40 







JOSEPH GORDON-LEVIH | SETH ROGEN 


THE NIGHT 
BEFORE 

MON-THURS 4:50 | 7:10 | 9:30 ® 
FRI 4:50 | 7:10 | 9:30 | 11:50 
SAT 2:30 | 4:50 | 7:10 | 9:30 | 11:50 
SUN & HOL 2:30 | 4:50 | 7:10 | 9:30 


JENNIFER LAWRENCE | JOSH HUTCHERSON 


THE HUNGER GAMES: 

MOCKING JAY 

PART 2 

I PC-131 

MON-FRI 9:10 
SAT 9:10 
SUN & HOL 9:10 


DANIEL CRAIG | CHRISTOPH WALTZ fl DANIEL RADCUFF | JAMES MCAVOY 


SPECTR Eoor 

WITH SPANISH SUBTITLES 

MON-THURS 5:45 | 8:50 
FRI 5:45 | 8:50 
SAT 2:40 | 5:45 | 8:50 
SUN & HOL 2:40 | 5:45 | 8:50 


Victor fradrekstlii 

WITH SPANISH SUBTITLES 

MON-THURS 9:20 
FRI-SAT 9:20 | 11:45 
SUN & HOL 9:20 


STARTING DECEMBER 10 | SUFFRAGEnE 
CRIMINAL ACTIVITY • IN THE HEART OF THE SEA 


Palm Beach Plaza | Aruba | 586-0074 


Download our NEW APP 


► Goo$le play 


downturn in the housing 
market only to realize, to 
their horror and immense 
profit, that they've effec- 


antic style, leaving his star¬ 
ry cast_including Steve 

Carell, Christian Bale, Ryan 
Gosling and Brad Pitt _ 


Rickert (Pitt), a retired vet¬ 
eran who now disdains 
Wall Street. Sifting through 
the data, they each come 



This photo shows. Rate Spall, from left, as Danny Moses, Jeremy Strong as Vinnie Daniel, Steve 
Carell as Mark Baum, Ryan Gosling as Jared Vennett and Jeffry Griffin as Chris, in the film, “The 
Big Short,” from Paramount Pictures and Regency Enterprises. 

(Jaap Buitendijk/Paramount Pictures via AP) 


tively bet against America, 
and won. 

It’s a rollicking, outrage-fu¬ 
eled odyssey through the 
financial collapse of 2008, 
from the carefree offices 
on Wall Street to the va¬ 
cant subdivisions in Florida, 
that gradually reveals not 
just a market bubble but a 
colossally bankrupt system 
and a nation that blissfully 
teetered into absurdity. 

As one of the pre-eminent 
comedy directors, McKay 
has shifted into a more re¬ 
alistic, dramatic world only 
to find a farce too ridicu¬ 
lous for satire. And as any¬ 
one who has been paying 
attention to McKay's com¬ 
edies can attest, his humor 
has always come laced 
with biting political subtext: 
the TV news of “Anchor¬ 
man,” George W. Bush- 
era America in “Talladega 
Nights,” white collar crime 
in “The Other Guys.” 

He has kept his loose and 


ample room for improvis¬ 
ing. They are part of the 
enticements of “The Big 
Short,” which strains hard 
to make the complex fi¬ 
nance of its subject di¬ 
gestible and entertaining, 
including occasional in¬ 
structional interludes from 
the likes of Margot Robbie 
(in a bubble bath), Antho¬ 
ny Bourdain and Selena 
Gomez — eye candies for 
brief explanations of collat- 
eralized-debt obligations 
and other instruments of 
financial minutia. 

Our central characters are 
a foursome of (mostly) un¬ 
related investors. There’s 
the glass-eyed, heavy 
metal-listening trader Mi¬ 
chael Burry (Bale), a the 
brash-talking banker Jared 
Vennett (Gosling): a cyni¬ 
cal hedge fund manager 
Mark Baum (Carell); and 
two young investors (John 
Magaro and Finn Wittrock) 
who are mentored by Ben 


to the conclusion that the 
bedrock of the U.S. econ¬ 
omy _the housing market 

_has quietly been weak¬ 
ening. When everyone is 
riding the market to record 
highs, they swim against 
the tide. The story of the 
2008 crisis has, of course, 
been told many times be¬ 
fore. The best portrait of 
the era’s out-of-control 
excesses was Martin Scors¬ 
ese's “The Wolf of Wall 
Street” (set in the ‘80s and 
‘90s but made in the wake 
of the 2008 collapse). None 
captured the personal 
pain more than Ramin 
Bahrani’s eviction drama 
“99 Homes," released ear¬ 
lier this year. What sets “The 
Big Short" apart is its steadi¬ 
ly accumulating rage. It's 
a movie for that modern 
American experience of 
looking around and seeing 
so much corporate corrup¬ 
tion that one’s head might 
explode.Q 
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Q&A: 

‘The Force' director on best way to watch his movie 


POP LIFE 

And the Kimye 
baby’s name is 
.... Saint West 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — And 

the baby de jour's name is 
... Saint West. Kim Kardashi- 
an West and hubby Kanye 
announced the name of 
their new boy via Twitter 
and her app. Daughter 
North’s brother was born 
Saturday, weighing in at 
8 pounds, 1 ounce. Kar- 
dashian West has tracked 
her pregnancy online for 
her 37 million Twitter follow¬ 
ers, posting an image late 
Friday of her bare belly 
with the caption, “Ready 
whenever you are lol.” 
North was born in 2013. 

Paltrow’s Goop 
pop-up shop in 
NY gets robbed 

NEW YORK (AP) — Authori¬ 
ties are searching for three 
men who robbed Gwyneth 
Paltrow's Goop pop-up 
shop in New York City of 
more than $173,000 worth 
of jewelry and watches. 
It happened Saturday af¬ 
ternoon at the lifestyle 
website’s temporary store 
inside The Shops at Co¬ 
lumbus Circle in midtown 
Manhattan's Time Warner 
Center. The store had one 
of its busiest days Saturday. 
Police say one of the sus¬ 
pects used some kind of 
object to open a cabinet 
containing the merchan¬ 
dise while the employees 
were distracted. 

Stewart returns 
to ‘Daily Show’ 
to push 9/11 act 

NEW YORK (AP) — Come¬ 
dian Jon Stewart has re¬ 
turned to “The Daily Show” 
where he made a push to 
renew a law that provides 
health benefits for first re¬ 
sponders who became ill 
after the Sept. 11 terror at¬ 
tacks. Stewart was a guest 
on “The Daily Show With 
Trevor Noah” on Monday 
night. Stewart urged, bad¬ 
gered and exhorted Con¬ 
gress, especially Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell, to pass the Zad- 
roga ActO 


LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — J.J. 
Abrams can't really settle 
on a favorite moment from 
his saga of directing, co¬ 
writing and co-producing 
"Star Wars: The Force Awak¬ 
ens,” but this one isn't bad. 
"Being here now means 
we're actually finished with 
the movie, which is a re¬ 
lief,” Abrams said wifh Jedi 


18. 

calm. 

Perched in a small living 
room setup inside the cav¬ 
ernous Los Angeles Con¬ 
vention Center, this is the 
final stretch of Abrams' 
journey to this galaxy far, 
far away and back again, 
which started nearly three 
years ago. 

The Associated Press spoke 
with Abrams at a weekend 
media event in advance 
of the Dec. 18th release of 
"The Force Awakens." The 
remarks have been edited 
for clarity and brevity. 

AP: Lucasfilm's creative 
executive Pablo Hidalgo 
helped you answer ques¬ 
tions about the “Star Wars” 
universe during the mak¬ 
ing of the film. Did you ever 
stump him? 

ABRAMS: He was not only 
unstumpable but he was 
immediate. I would send 
him an email at almost 
any hour asking some ar¬ 
cane question and I'd hit 
send and I'd hear “ding” 
and he'd already have re¬ 


sponded with an answer. 
What you realize, by the 
way, in working on these 
movies is that even things 
that are canon, that are 
beloved and absolute to 
fans, are very much fluid 
and in flux. For example, 
the Millennium Falcon it¬ 
self, the cockpit changed 
dramatically from the first 
to the second movie. It’s 
much bigger in “The Empire 


Strikes Back.” Even things 
that are even the most fun¬ 
damental and beloved are 
changing before our eyes 
and we don’t even notice 
it. 

AP: Was there anything you 
were surprised the powers 
that be let you do? 
ABRAMS: I was most sur¬ 
prised that the studio never 
said no. That's incredible to 
me. 

AP: What do you think is the 
ideal way to watch “The 
Force Awakens”? 

ABRAMS: As someone who 
really hasn’t been the most 
vocal advocate of 3-D, 
the strangest thing hap¬ 
pened to me on this. When 


I was watching the reels 
in 3-D, there were a num¬ 
ber of shots — and I know 
this sounds insane — that I 
hadn’t understood in the 
three-dimensional space 
quite the way I did when I 
saw them in 3-D. I actually 
felt that there were things 
that were playing better 
in 3-D. I had never felt that 
before. And if people have 
access to a theater that 


has laser projection, it is 
shockingly better. 

AP: Really? 

ABRAMS: You cannot com¬ 
pare a traditionally pro¬ 
jected image with a laser 
image. The blacks are true 
blacks. It's almost as if you 
have to adjust to it. 

AP: But definitely theatri¬ 
cal? 

ABRAMS: The thing that is so 
fun abouf "Sfar Wars,” and 
I remember this from when 
I was a kid, was fhe com¬ 
munal experience of being 
wifh hundreds of people 
and getting to scream and 
laugh and cheer and cry 
with the story. It's got that 
kind of a pulse and that 


kind of an engine. Though 
I love that we all have ac¬ 
cess to movies on the de¬ 
vices in our pockets and 
I love that home screens 
are often better than the¬ 
ater 17 at the multiplex, I 
also feel like movies speak 
to a human desire, if not 
need, to congregate and 
to experience stories com¬ 
munally. They’re experi¬ 
ences that allow us to feel 
that connectivity, which 
is truly what "Star Wars” is 
all about — the Force and 
the idea that we're all con¬ 
nected. In whatever format 
it is, whatever screening, 
whatever the best avail¬ 
able version is, I would just 
argue that, if possible, to try 
to see it with a crowd. 

AP: This has been one of 
the most tightly guarded, 
high-profile releases in film 
history. When do you think 
it’s appropriate for audi¬ 
ences to start talking and 
posting about spoilers? 
ABRAMS: I think that as 
people do and as I’m sure 
that they will, after the first 
screening of this movie, 
that aspect will be over, the 
secrecy. It's not so much 
that we feel like the movie 
doesn't work if you know 
what happens, but I do feel 
like part of the magic of a 
movie, and certainly "Star 
Wars,” is to know as little as 
possible for as long as possi¬ 
ble. But I know that people 
will start talking about what 
happens immediately. 

AP: Are you at peace with 
your decision to directly 
only one? 

ABRAMS: It’s a bittersweet 
choice. On one hand, I felt 
like if this movie works for 
people, then that's the way 
you want to go out. You 
don’t want to necessarily 
have to top something that 
worked. And if it's a disas¬ 
ter, no one would want me 
to direct the next one any¬ 
way. It was only a win.Q 



For ADVERTISEMENTS in our Newspaper 

aviso@bondia.com 



This Sunday, Dec. 6, 2015 photo shows director/producer J.J. Abrams during a promotion for the 
new film, “Star Wars: The Force Awakens” in Los Angeles. The film opens in U.S. theaters on Dec. 

(Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP) 
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Beijing Schools Close as Some Residents Take Smog Holiday 


IAN MADER 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Some resi¬ 
dents took a smog holiday 
away from Beijing on Tues¬ 
day as the Chinese capital 
launched restrictions under 
its first red alert for pollution, 


closing schools, suspending 
factories and keeping half 
the vehicles off the streets. 
Although Beijing has in re¬ 
cent years seen smog at 
much worse levels than 
Tuesday’s, the latest bout 
of pollution was the first to 
trigger a red alert under 
a 2-year-old system that 
requires a forecast at the 
outset of at least 72 hours of 
consecutive high pollution. 
The capital’s hazardous 
smog has persisted despite 
the Chinese government’s 
stated priority of cleaning 
up the legacy of pollufion 
leff from years of full-filf 
economic growth. Most 
of fhe smog is blamed on 
coal-fired power plants, 
along with vehicle emis¬ 
sions, construction and fac¬ 
tory work. 

“This is modern life for Bei¬ 
jing people. We wanted to 
develop, and now we pay 


the price,” Beijing office 
worker Cao Yong said dur¬ 
ing a break from work. 

A grey soupy haze sub¬ 
sumed Beijing's unique 
landmarks, convenience 
stores sold air-filtering masks 
at brisk rates and health- 


food stores promoted pear 
juice as a traditional Chi¬ 
nese tonic for the lungs. 
“And air purifiers at home 
are a must," Beijing resi¬ 
dent Sun Yuanyuan said at 
a downtown Beijing juice 
shop. 

Under restrictions in effect 
Tuesday through Thursday, 
schools were urged to close 
voluntarily unless they had 
good air filtration. However, 
Beijing’s education com¬ 
mission later followed up 
with a separate order for 
schools to close during 
the three-day alert. Some 
residents grumbled about 
the inconvenience, and a 
few infernational schools 
sought permission to re¬ 
open Wednesday. 

A slew of Beijingers said via 
social media they planned 
to escape the gloom. They 
needed to travel relatively 
far, however, because 


nearly all of China's north¬ 
east was affected, and 
many cities — including 
nearby Shijiazhuang — 
were even worse than Bei¬ 
jing. 

After hearing of the school 
closings late Monday, 


Beijing mother Jiang Xia 
booked tickets for a 3,200 
kilometer (2,000-mile) flight 
to the relatively clean 
southwestern city of Kun¬ 
ming, for herself and her 
8-year-old daughter who 
she said suffers nosebleeds 
in the smog. 

She said in an interview 
from Kunming that they 
hectically packed before 
dawn Tuesday for their 
flight. 

“But when we arrived in 
Kunming and breathed in 
this clean, fresh air, I was 
very glad I made this move 
— a very wise decision,” Ji¬ 
ang said. 

Readings of PM2.5 particles 
climbed above 300 micro¬ 
grams per cubic meter in 
some parts of the city Tues¬ 
day and were expected to 
continue rising before im¬ 
proving Thursday. 

The World Health Organi¬ 


zation designates the safe 
level for the tiny, poisonous 
particles at 25. 

Factory suspensions and 
several other restrictions 
will seek to reduce the dust 
and other particulate mat¬ 
ter in the city of 22.5 million 


people. Use of a car is re¬ 
stricted to every other day 
depending on its license 
plate, and officials planned 
to deploy extra subway 
trains and buses to com¬ 
pensate. 

Some businesses closed 
and others said employees 
could work from home for 
the duration. 

A Beijing resident who gave 
his only his surname, Du, 
said he was taking advan¬ 
tage of a lack of crowds 
near the capital’s ancient 
Forbidden 

City to stroll and take 
unique photographs. 

“I like this kind of haziness. 
It gives a blurry feeling and 
makes you feel like you're 
in a dream,” Du said. 

While the capital’s air im¬ 
proved in the first 10 months 
of the year compared with 
the same period last year, 
it has suffered two recent 


prolonged bouts of severe 
smog, which is typically 
worse in the winter and 
which last time sent PM 2.5 
level as high as 976 in some 
locations. 

A red alert requires a fore¬ 
cast of 72 straight hours of 
pollution levels of 300 or 
higher on the city’s air qual¬ 
ity index. 

The index is closely linked to 
levels of PM2.5, although it 
also includes other pollut¬ 
ants. As an example, one 
Beijing monitoring site at 
midday showed an index 
reading of 308 and a PM2.5 
reading of 258. 

Previous stretches of severe 
smog have lasted more 
than three days but without 
any red alert. 

Beijing authorities said 
at the time that the initial 
forecasts were for less time 
so no alert was called for, 
but critics maintained they 
were seeking to avoid the 
toughest restrictions for po¬ 
litical reasons. 

Pressure from the central 
government and from the 
public resulted “in the Bei¬ 
jing city government releas¬ 
ing the red alert this time,” 
Greenpeace environmen¬ 
tal campaigner Dong Li- 
angsai said in an interview. 
The WHO representative in 
China, Bernhard Schwart- 
laender, applauded Bei¬ 
jing’s move as a sign that 
the city is taking air quality 
and health issues “very seri¬ 
ously.” 

China’s polluted air has 
had severe health effects. 
A study led by atmospher¬ 
ic chemist Jos Lelieveld of 
Germany’s Max Planck In¬ 
stitute and published in the 
journal Nature this year es¬ 
timated 1.4 million people 
each year die prematurely 
because of China’s pollu¬ 
tion. 

The world’s biggest carbon 
emitter, China plans to up¬ 
grade coal power plants 
over the next five years to 
tackle the problem, 
and says its emissions will 
peak by around 2030 be¬ 
fore starting to decline. 
Charcoal briquette-burn¬ 
ing ovens that were once 
a major contributor to 
pollution are now much 
less common in Beijing, al¬ 
though they are still used 
widely in the countryside.Q 



A woman covers her face with a mask as she rushes to a subway station on a heavily polluted day in Beijing Tuesday, Dec. 8,2015. 
Beijing’s red alerts for smog are as much about duration as they are about severity of pollution forecasts. The forecasting model 
must predict three or more days of smog with levels of 300 or higher on the city’s air quality index - which typically would include 
having levels of dangerous PM 2.5 particles of about 10 times the safe level. 

(AP Photo/Andy Wong) 










